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AAHP EFFORT WINS NATIONAL
PRESERVATION AWARD
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The Potter Section. House ms%vmﬂﬁn pmgvt won the 2%
National Outstanding Public Service to Tmm;mrtauun amd
Historic Preservation Award. This prestigions preserv Akon
award recognizes exemplary solutions, to include innovatiy e
and crealive approaches to problems involving transportation:
and historic preservation.

This is the first time an Alaska entry has been subsmitted.
Bill Coghill, statewide AAHP courdinator, submitted the nomi-
nation in August, 1987, The nomination was one of 68 pation-
wide entries ea%}mitt::d, of which 16 were awarded honors,
with the Potter nomination ai,‘i‘ﬂm’m;, the "(}!\!taiaﬁdmé,
Historic Preservation Award.”

A formal presentation %war{i ceremony was held at the
Potter Section House on fune 22, 1989, The award, signed by
the Secretary of "{ram;}ummm mm the Chairman of the Advi-
sary Council on Historic Preservation was s presentted by Frank
Cunningham, Alaska FAA Director and senfor US. Dept. of
Transportation official, to Neil Johannsen, Director of Alaska
State Parks, thie lead agency and paramount organization
- responsible for the Potter project. In addition Senator Mike.
| .‘%aynmmkx presented an Alaska Legislature special commen-

dation award in recognition of the exwpi’*nz*.ﬂ restoration and
intrepretation of the Potter Section house. One of the -original
“npie«n of this speclal award was presented to the /A AHY Bill
Coghill served as master of ceremonies, Anchorage Mayor
Tom Fink, Alaska Railroad president and CEO Frank Turpin,
and Senator Jan Faiks gave remarks, AAHP Board members
attending were Executive Director Dorna Lane, Judy Bitimer,
Lin Garrison and former Board member Wilda Marston who

was recognized for her inifial booster efforts to preserve the AAHP gxgm {:Qm;: 3939

Potter Section House. Ruth Moen, wife of the railroad section

foreman who lived in the Potter House in the 1946101956 OFFICERS:

pemxi was present with her son Sidney. ; S e s
The award, which read “For the preservation of an early Chairperson fanet McCabe

vestige of the Alaska Railroad with the rehabilitation of the { Vice Chairperson Tanst Matheson

historic Potter Section House and base camp and complation of Executive Director Donna Lane

an interpretive park featuring railroad and natural history, | Treasurer Rolfe Buzzell

rofling stock and artifacts,” was received in May 1989, and was i Secretary ! - Kate Lidfors

informallv acknowledged at the Anchorage Historic Properties ADMINISTRATOR: Kathe Doolev

annual meeting at the Alaska Railroad in Anchorage om COMMITTEES: o

May 15, 1989 during National Historic Preservation Week and - Statewide Coordinator Bill Copghill

National Transportation Week. Over 100 attended. - Membership : ‘Russ Sackett
The Potter Section House is the only building of #ts ki s#ill Newsletier sz*cimmr Greg Cumey

in existence in Alaska. It was build in 1929, and served as : Leggslam}n “Fudy Bither

home for railroad maintenance workers {ganly damers!* amd | Assistnt ‘ il ﬁ;gggg_ﬂgw

the section foreman witil 1978, [n that year efforts were Fund-Raising Coordiniator Charles Fawkes

inttated 1o preserve and restore the Potter Section House. The Assistant . LinGarrison

facility was dedicated by Governor Sheffield durmg a symbcﬁx e ; ,ﬁwatd Ccm{imam = Russ Sackett

gﬂ&wﬁsmﬁh@mm% !9% itwas_ rened | ' i :

public in 1987 o s mmwmmmam (AAHPT was
Tha?m&mmﬁmm& H:sxm?&%e amvesﬁgf 0 | founded in 1981 as a smtewide, ﬂmpmﬁ?ufgamzaﬂﬁméed

of the Alaska Railroad’s past. [t is located at an aesthetically 'a@dmﬁmgmwamuimm sarchitectural, mmmgs

pleasmg I@-sa!mn between the mﬂmd and hsghway at féxe 4 and cultural résourves,

gateway to Turnagain Arm marking the end of the Anchorage

bowl flatlands and the beginning of the sheer ¢liffs which
adjuin Turnagain Arm. This summer an average of 500 people

a day are visiting this important segment of pur national

heritage.

Bill Coghili and Swne Parks Diecior Mol Johiastnsen shotn wish |
Transporanion Poer Secriom Hogee Ouesranding Award o Alska Rudroad
Ang i’wct—ge Moy 15, 198D,




- KENNECOTT MINE, A PRESERVATION P’RI‘GMTY -

By Jawet McCabe

in the heart of Wrangell-5t. Elias National Park, 65 rou sh

. road miles from the town of Chitina, is the little town of

- McCarthy. Beyond McCarthy, another 4.5 miles up an aban- -

 dened railroad cut, is the great labyrinthian complex of the
abardoned Kennecott mine. Few Alaskans todlay realize the
significance of the Kennecott Mine in Alaska’s history.

- Between 1911 and 1938 Kennecott extracted 4.6 million fons of

extremely high grade ore, yielding gross revenues of .
B200.000,000 of which SI00.000.000 was net prodi, .
Kennerolt came o symbolize the much touted pay-off of -
- eslaskan resource develdpment. Fadge Wickersham cited the

“Kennecott profits and used the Copper River and Northwest

ern Railroad connecting Kennecott with Cordova s 2 prime.

example of the economic benefits of extending railroads
through Alaska, Kennecott's wealth helped sonerate the
Guggenheim fortune which spurred the nation's industrial
growth. The country looked at Kennecott and was reassured
that the Aliska purchase was @ bargain. :

- Today, 51 years after the mine shut down and t’he-':gmnj:_lhr s
left, most of the Kennecott buildings are still standing, Tsola-
: tiomand climate have helped preserve the wooden structures.

but deterioration has set in and is accelerating. Without ©
substantial investment'in préservation, Keanecott will soon be.
losg. f ; S
Ovwar the véars various groups and individoals have oo
préssed interest in preserving the Kennevott buildings. In 1984,
Congress desigriated Kennecolt as a Nabional Historic Land
mark. The owners of the buildings have recently offered 2
denation/sale package to the National Park Service, and this
summer the Park Service Is conducting studies required by

tederal law prior to making a determination about acquisition.

Preliminary analysis indicates that preservation should be

a5 a “ghost town " The structures would be stabilized but not

restored as they were at the time of operation, and most siruc:
fares would be preserved in exterior profile bul closed to
public entry. The local historical non-profit organization, the
McCarthy-Kennecott Historical Museum, would be invited bo
wark with the Park Service in planning, developing and
operating a visitor center and interpretive program for
Keanecott, :

There is considerable sfatewide and national support for. :

these efforts. After a visit last sumimer J. Jackson Walter,

Presudent of the National Trust for Histo '?-?reamaﬁ&mi‘??ﬁke :

to Alaskan preservationists emphasizing the national signifi-
cance of Kennecott. The McCarthy-Kennecott Historic Saciaty
has organtzed "Friends of Kennecott” to collect funds for -~

Kennecott Historical Society. {avently volunteers ofganized.

by the McCarthy-Kennecott Historical Society are working
with the National Park Service to collect and preserve docu-

ments and artifacts which have been left in the abandoned

buildings. during the last session the Alaska legislature
adopted Legislative Resolve No. 42 in support of National Park

Service acquisition and preservation of the Keonecolt Mine

| propérties,

The Alaska Association for Historic Preservation ﬁeani has O e Rt

endorsed Kennecott preservation as a top priosity. To imple-
ment this dedision, the association testified before the S ;
Legislature in support of the resoluti that was ac

this session, Alaska was one of four states without a conserva- |
e e

also passed this session:

Rennecony Mo

 Legislation Update

By Judy Biténer :

The 16th Alaska Legislature passed several pieces of legigla:

Hion of interest to historic preservation. The Uniform Conser

vation Easement Act, Senate Bill 123, sponsored by Senator
Arliss Sturgelewski, allows conservation easements tobe
donated or sold to a governmiental or charitable non-profit. :
organization. An important piece of enabling legislation, jtis
based on madel legislation drafted by the National Conf G
of Comtmissioners on Uniform State Laws, When introduced

" The billallows conseryvation eamnts to be held in perpe
. buity and pass with title, 1tis 3 cost effective way to protect
- historic and natural values on private lands without the cost of

tee simple purchase of the land. The owner is compensated

: through purchase of the easement or the ability to deduct the

valize of the easement from federal income taxes as a charitable
gift. Because the property remains in private awnership, #

. remains on local tax rolls, and the public does not take on the
 responsibility of maistenasce and operation of the property,

Anchorage Historic Properties, Inc. (AHPD lead the effortim
fnding a sponsor and tracking the bill through the session. Abig

- thanks goes to AHPI, Senator Sturgulewski and all of you who'
- contacted your representatives in support of Senate Bill 123, -

A number of resolutions concerning historic preservation

Senate Joint Resolution No. 16 supports the acquistion,
preservation and interpretation of the historic Kennecott Mine
?yy %;ze MNatipnal Park Bervice in the Wrangell St Elias National -
rark. i e S LG s
Legislative Resolve No. 14 encourages Governor Cowper
to work with the governor of Magadan, Soviet Union, toplana, -
commemoratve celebration in 1991 for the 250th anniversary

 of Vitus Bering's 1741 discovery of Alaska.

. Legislative Resolve No. 25 tecognizes
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Preservation at
Juneau’s House Gf
Wickersham

By Cabriglle Larocke
“Aver the past year, the Alaska E’}W(z;'gr_m 0;1;"{ g;gghami

~ Outdoor Recreation has been working gn restoration of the

library at the Wickersham State: Historic Site. The site wasthe
hatite of several gold mining officials around the furn of the :
century including mine mianagers Frank Hammond and

_ _&ﬁl@it Thane, James Wickersham, lawvyer, fudne and delegate

to Congress, purchased the home in 1928 and lived there untit
his death in 1939, The home was occupied by Wickersham's
second wike and then her niece until 1984 when it was sold

along with many of the Judge’s person! belongings, books and
- Alaskan memorabilia to the State of Alaska,

Although funding has been minimal, an operating budget
nonexistent and keeping the hotse open to the public impos:
sible at times, progress to gamieet e valuable collechion and
restoration of the house has gone an behind the scenes. This. .
past summer, with the assistance of numeroas v t‘;}imm the
nunprofit Wickersham Seciety and two {eiiﬁ'i"&" interns,

‘hundreds of hours were spent restoring the iud g\e’n library on

the second floor, From Rotary Clab members carme expert
hefp on driwalling, dféfi‘é‘ﬂ},ﬁ feir molding réproduction and
risearch of color schemes. The tedious ia@& of scraping siv

- layers of lacquer and paint off the fir floor, painting the walls

and installing portable exhibit cases in the closets were all

_sumpleted by aﬂmvﬁtmmxﬂm- ,kaf;mmﬁm_ i.‘:.- o

vouihs,

Volunteer time and talent is neaded to give group tours,
develop and present educational programs m.- children and
arganize and assist with special events.

Anyone with Hme and interest in historic h@m&’& who

enjoys working with the visiting public and has history rela ted

experience or education is encouraged to contact Lisa Gﬁhse%
or Linda Kruger at the Division uf Parks. (;‘ali 465-4565 for

By Gabrwﬁﬁ Laroche

' iu’mmmitv Development {stpssrtmtmi

- tion Primer, by Lynette Strangstad, published

o the Alaska Association for Historie: Preservatio

 notbe made in a category unless, in the opinion of

(}agtmeau Channel Hz&twiml
Sm:ietv News

The Gastineau Channel Historical %ﬂ?tv 1% s %ﬂgm :

- research on the Evergreen Cementary in funeait; Much of

funeau’s early history is buried in me cemetary and the gmw

-markers are wadmg in the harsh Southeast nhmate_ Rmem.h G
- on the ploneers buried in Evergreen cemetary was done by

x;ivnda Choate and a walking tonr brochure m{:&mm, *hezr
persanal histories was. pubimtw:! biy the City of fun o

fﬁzﬁfif’.%m@; :
‘the American
Association for State and Local History. as vay of exploring
the possibilities of preservation. Strangstad has traveled for
several years to gravevards, consulting and mfwza\%‘ Mx e o
how best o preserve theny -

< The sceiety has acquired the book, 4 Gra

. AAHP Aﬁnual Awardﬁ ngmm_

To pmmnie p'e%wam’m of the state’s rultural resources,
meim;t ;
an annual preservation awards program which will rerogRize
individuals, trganizatibns, and focal, state or federal agencies
that have'si igniticantly conitribuied in the felds of prewn%!m
Award categories are: Group Award (non-pref; &
gamﬁtmmi Iﬂdwtdua% *&mxrm and Government J

Historic Preservation Awards ‘ng,ram is available thr;wgi the
AAHP, Old City Hall, 524 West Fourth Avenue, Suite i3 6
Anihorage, Alaska 99501 {907) 272559
- Nominations for the various awards are duﬂ inthe AAHPs
otfices no later than 3 p.m. on September 29, 1989, Avardy v
ﬁ}h §3ﬁ f e d
judges, 3 nomination meriting award has been received.
Awm.is wﬂi bé mﬂumm amfi awszrdeﬁ at Aﬁkﬂ’*u amruai

HOUSEKEEPING CHANGES .

AAHP i b@mmmg more argmmﬁd ! Finanicial acem:zﬁs

- were computerized in a two journal system. Not only can we

track our money more easily, we are now able to acoept gmts:
Board mg%mwwm&rmmmeﬁwﬂ%

- alternate months, allowing members to make long range plans.

10 attend, This scheduling has encouraged twg put-of-Anchor-
age members (Jerry Strang, Gakona, and Russ Sackett, Fair-

 banks) to attend reguiaxiv Newsletters will be published

:'.:.'mwzshtf:e: please join us by ﬂm«img in the attached

iporic _m Newsieﬁer .
Mmimg Change
- The newsletter mailing st may undergo a dnsmam '
: .-redm:!am&fmm&%m the near future. The list willhe
made  more closely reflect membersmp Charvent

4 membership is a mere 87 while we mail newsletters o -
-more than 1,000, 1f you wish to continue receiving this
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