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WORLD WAR II:

#e Carol Burkbart

1992 marks the 50th anniversary of the Japanese bombing

af Dutch Harbor and the beginning of World War iis %Rmmn
Campaign. Five Nationa! Historic Landmarks in the Aloutisns

commemarate the momentous evems of that campaign. They

are_part of the national World War 11 theme, unter the sub-

theme of the War in the Pacific, 1941-1945% The foe N;itiﬁﬁﬂ!

Histonid Landmarks are

= Dutch Harbor Naval Qperating Base and hr;‘t Mears, i 5

Aoy (Unalaska and Amaknak Islands);

»  Cape Field at Fort (szn Limnak Island);

+ Ay Baudefield and US. Army and Navy Airfiekis:

s fupanese Oocupation .‘frmn Kiska tsland;

®  Acak %mw Base and Adak Naval Operating Base.

The 115 National Park Service adminisiers the National
Historic Lamzrmrk Program for the Secretary of the Inte
This Presgram foduses attention on ahmuiu amd dﬁn,w'.&iuy‘sf 51
resources of exceptional value 10 the nation as a whole and
epresents our most imponant prehistonic and historic culfoaral
resources. - The National Historie Landmarks commemorating
the Alewtian Campaign serve as tangible reminders of the
significant events that took place there. However, the ravages of
the harsh Aleutian climate, development pressures. vaadalism
and looting place these resources in jeopardy. Success in
preserving our World War 11 National Historie Landmarks
deperinds on public swarepess of the herlage these mesources
represent :

Japanese activity in the Aleutians during Wodd War 1 was
priginaily intended 1o split the American Pacific fleet by duwing
forces away from Midway Island.  However, after the US
victory at Midway, the main incentive for continued Jpanese
activity became the propaganda valoe of holding Amesican soil

lapanese aerial atacks on Dutch Harbor and roop landings
on Attu and Riska were initially intended by Japanese planners
e be guick srikes and withdeawals, Fortification of Anu and

Kiska provided pairal bases designed 1o protect the easternmost |

reachies of the jepanese empire. It was pride that sweivited
both sides o persist in the long and costly strugele in onie of
the world's least haspitable environments. For the 1.5, the

emotional ynpact of the Jpanese occupation of a part of Noh

“America sustained 2 pr z}em;.wu campaign

Dutch Harbor Naval Operating Base and Fort ’uiwé:*«

Banonal Historie Landmark was the sue of the Japanese
“bBombing attacks on june 3 and 4
Aleitian compaign. Cape Field st Fon Glenn National Historic

1947 which Degan the

Landmark, tocated west of Dotch Hardbor, was the Tirst Alaska
oot comessioned after the United States emered thie w arin
Becember 19l
of % fish canners

,Lgmmz. who §>«;lsz il b

“plong the 1

The secrer air Base was bude under the s
It provided the aerial defense for Duich
o Harbor and g,au;qm Hie ;

- American sl during Workd War 11 & cos

e ]
Commander’s House, Fovt Glenn, Umngk Esdondd, 1907

American airfield was on distant Kodiak, by surpeise

The Japanese forces caprured Attu and Kiska Istands on
June 6 and 7. 1942, Apu. located 1,580 air miles Fram

anchorage, 15 the tast island in the Aleutian Chain, Boi istands

s Cuerent
of the North Pacfic, are buffeted yearsound by vic mnﬁ Orns
and are typically shrouded by dense fog.

The fapanese held these islands from 1942 1o 1943, ar the
peik of Japan's militacy expansion in the Pacilic. " Many
Americans feared that a lapanese invasion of the Norh
American continent would be mounted theough Alaska.  The
alarm caused by the Japanese invasion and occupation forced
beth the United States and Canada to diven forces 1o the Alaska
Theater which could probably bave been deploved 1o greater
strategic advantage elewhere in the Pacific, :

During the Aleutian Campaign, tens of thousands of United
States fand, sea and air fordes advanced progressively wesward
06 mile Aleatian arc in order 10 diskodae Tapanese
woops accupying Amu and Kiska fslands. The original feature
of Adak Army Hase and Adak Naval Operating Base Narional
Historic Landmark was an advance airfield built in as
ncrediible twelve davs 10 bring American planes mmm uh
bomibing range of Kiska

The Japanese held Ay wrall ’\dﬁ 1943, when ahout 150060
Amergan oons recaprured 8 in heavy Hghring  The thres
week battle for Ay island was 1he only battle on Norh
; S5 American lves

tie between the cold Bering Sea and the wam Japan

i




: m:t i sng Emw:isﬂg

and 1.145 wounded. The ¥arxmw Jost their entine garsison nt

about 2,350 men,  The fast 750 or so Japanese soldiers died
when they charged American engineer troops in g #mms;

_ banza attack. ;
- The American recapture of Altu piamd the jspmézw
gairison b Riska, which was much largrer than its counterpan
. o0 Ay, in g precariobs position. On July 25, 1943, Japanese
s x»hupa managed evade detection as they ﬁ.ﬂia«*{i Mlﬂ Kiskd
. Harbor in a dense fog. Al 5,100 Japanese troops on the islind
Cavere evacuated tn less than ane hoor and the shi
mpseen, without a single oss of life.  Despite diligent
 supveillance by American air and sea. forces, the Jepanese had
'maﬁa?eé one of the most hﬂﬂmm evacuatmm in mzhmss_

Tisteny.

_ On August 15, 1943, a e:z}mhmed camchanus&meman foree
of 34 000 men invaded Kiska, only 10 find that the Japanese had

fled  There were casualies nonetheless,  In the progess of
recapluring the desened island, nver 313 American dnd

Canadian soldiers died, some from “Yriendly fire” and many
stbers from booby taps and mines.  The Alewtiun Campaign
S was over. The ja;ﬁ::mwe imr:i been txpei&ed me *mﬂh..

Jemum A sl

A and Kiska were immediately dmgﬁswfi and tﬂmﬁf:ﬁ
- as American bases. Through 1995, both islands served a3 pairal
- bases and. along with Adak and Amchitka, were used 10 %mgt*

air stracks on japan.

Today, the National Histone Landmarks on At Mﬁks amﬁ o

Linak are without equal in teoms of the sheer number of
undisurbed resources which siill endure as reminders of the
Aleptian Campaign. World War Il remains here include
busidings. airfields, roads, bridpes. docks and storage tanks. A&
pushoart raflway built by the Japanese near Holiz Bay on Ang
can sill be seen. \«mm! painted by soldiers stationed a1 Cape

Frid survive on the walls of guonset buts #t Uriinak snd a4
Japunese Shinto sheine stands on Kiska.  Vehicles, tools and

mechanical equipment lie rusting where they were efi when
the bases were shandoned.  Thousands of shell and bomb
craters are still visible In the nmdm of Anu and Kiska, - Alse
reptining are Japahese wenches, foxholes, pun emplacements
and Americun ammunition magazines and dumps. Spent
cartridges, shrapnel and shells remain at the scenes of heavy
fighting.

stiention once again.  Attention is sorely needed. Al five
Adeutian Island Nauonal Histore Landmarks are listed g%
imminently threatened in the Damaged and Threatensd
Kational Hisoric Landmarks Seciion 8 Repon to Gongress.  All

require mmediate documentation and implementation of

approprute management stalegies if they dreto be preserved
The extreme solation of Atk helps protect this Nattona!
Historic Landmark from development, vandalism and other
buman threats.  However, vandalism has occumed m the past,
It & exemplified by an exiensive collection of Wordd War 1)
artifaces found in an unetficial recrestion butlding on the island
The collecion includes whan appears 1o be a Japanese grave
post, comvened oo suppon for @ bar, and a2 bar aailing _i§

- appears 1o have been taken from the World War If ¢hape :
| Seversl World War {1 buildings and their conténts swers hummi e
c &':x:}&&*z bx = *«zmm‘: or during smi:hr\ .&znﬂ:cmmﬁ _d&f:m—zsgf*-

us}ﬂ{imﬂi“ puse l:fm bargest Timm hcmtzwr. as z}m promoty
erciaion ancd costribuee 10 the connnued dﬂe"zr):.m(m sk mfmmi 5
CPesOues ﬁ"r:»zmmg o ’fbn n%i.afzd

A an Mm the s

s safled away

Nevertheless, ‘wédmg-e AENAMens, hsm%mmm and ptmma} ;
artificts remain and several Japanese vessels torpedoed by
American submarnnes still rest ot the bonom of Kiska Hashor,
Also o Kiska are structures, a anmaments and equipment from an

 Allied naval parrol base which was established by the.
American-Canadian forces upon recccupation and was .
abandoned after the war. As well as the hostile climate,
. periadic looting and vandalism by commercial fashermcn .a;»:we'_

to endanger this iedmark.
Draring the pust three vears, the National Park ‘wmuz b

worked 1o document the extensive amount of material on At

and Kiska remaining from World War 1. In 1989, the Nutional

Park Service joined with the U5, Fish and Wildlife Service
- Awhich administers Kiska as 2 unit of the Alasks Maritime
. National Wildlife Hefuge) and the 115, Navy o conduct an

underwater survey of Kiska Hatbor.  Thar survey located ten

5 submerged submarines and shipwrecks and an aircrafl.

-m e
Aerology Operations Building, Unalaska, 1989

As 1993 approaches, marking the S0t anniversary of the
recaptire OF Amn and Kiska, the Aleutisn Campaign is drawing

| Wice Prm:den:

1 e preservancn of Al s prelistori and histons tesouros thougy L

5 uﬁﬁwam [
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rrwmum i »;imw& nt Alaska S

- Jerry Strang .




Landdmark Continues © serve a8 an adive

Terrestrial survey work on Auu i‘x;gm iy mxgmi AWI and
is scheduled for completion in August 1992,

objects and to reassess the National Hi\h}l‘iﬁf Landmara
boundanes.

Drutch Harbor Naval Operating B&ﬁﬂ -ant% %ﬂri Meaﬁ-

National Historic Landrark is under extreme pressure from the

Bering Seq fishery because of s location around one of the
largest U5, fishing ports and the only deeny water port i the
Bering Sea. Cape Field at Fort Glenn Natignal Historic
Landmark on Umnak tsland is also under pressure from Ssheries
aclivity
souvenir hunters pose # continued threar to dhs landmark, Adak
Army Base and Adak Naval Operating Base National Historic
maval base rxdy. Becnse
of e sland's mountitinous temain and extensive wetlands, only a
limited area 15 suitable for construction. Many Workd War T sriuctsees
on the sland have been om down as pat of the mileary deanup
effost or 1 make way for new constiruction, - Carrent Narional Park
Service projects include boundary reviews of all three National
Historke Lanchoarks

Steh Anniversary commemorations in 1992 and 1993 call
antention 1o places like Putch Harbor Linal faskat, Dimnak, Adak,
Anu and Kiska,  The National Historic Landmarks on these
islands commemorate livde known, often forgotten, bin
nonetheless significant people and events in the life of this
naton.  Adion is necessary if they are 10 be preserved from
the threats summniarized in this article.

Public Law 95348 direcred the Nationad Park Service w

provide 2 study of sites and areas associated with the Pacific
Campaign of World War 11

the Aleuuans Aliernatives. The study examines four
management shematives for preservation and iaterpretation of

World War U resources in Unalaska and the Aleatians. In
1992, the Alasks Regional Office transmiitted the aliernatives

study 1o the National Park Service in Washington, DG for
subsminal to Congress.

The ohect of this
survey is 1o document remaining World War 1 stnictures and

With ondy three vear-rotind residents, vandals and

~remnder . to gl

Linder this mmdmar: the Alusia

: the two-hour cere-
Regional Office produced 2 report in 1991, Word War 1Lin ;

STERNWHEELER NENANA
DEDICATION CEREMONY

By Bill Cogbill

- Three years ago. on August 6, 1989 1 was present 4t o
public presentation ceremony ot Alaskaland, Falrbunks, 5
marked the second vear of a five-yesr effon 1o restore the
stemwhecier Nenans - o ;
On 12 July, 1992, 1 was pan of & cowd of abeg 2,000
people gathered at Alaskadand o commemonite the cormpetion of

“mestoration of the 88 Nenana, the st of somie 250 to 300 sieamers

which operatid on de Yukon River and it tnbutaries betwesn
1869 and 1955. S ' e :
This was centainly a proud day for me. Dwas on the initial
vovage of the 55 Nensna in 1933 and my first ;ﬂh 0 195, ar
age 16, wai on a :
steamboat  plying
between Nenana and
Dawszan Gy in
Canada’s . Yukon
Temtory. Now. this
“Proud Queen of the
Yukon," symbol of a
great era in Alasks
history, stands as a
link and a visible

Alaskans and our
visiting tourists.
A highlight of

mony on fuly 1295
the presentation of a |
bropze  National

Historie Landmatk
plaque o four former
officers of the 3%
Nenana-— Continned

L 'ﬁnmamr z,wz'sx abﬁm
July 12 39%
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Membership runs from ianusin i mmugh Dammhcr 31, Dus are payable by December 31 of mwﬁmg year.
Benafits include subscription to the guarterfy AAHP newsletter * workshops & seminars * arnual meeting * histone prewnxtﬂm ad%c«.ac»
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Hn 00
a4
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500,00 & shove
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Donations 10 AAHP wre tax deductivle. as allow .ﬁﬁe wnder IRS mgulations
- SR is enclosed. Also, ] would be glad to pasticipate in AAHP activitics in the fllpwing areas:

0 Fund Raising
< Education

- Membership
4 Publy; Relatipns
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-4 Legisiation
oF Projects & Iaues

PHONE w. ; N

| ApDRESS

Pleate Retarm To:
il L,m Tl 534 Wt %m:ﬁ} e
Alaska ‘)‘}?C’E -
{ z"ﬁ?{m‘&!{!&‘b ?MMW

The A?M&? *‘ﬁs«elcmmw for Hhistor i Proservaron
;"ns;w il
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3—‘{%3’ (mmmrﬂw: ra‘pﬂn wmi»:_:,hm;% 2 L o

Captain Howard Adams, Dick Clega, Fred Hoefler and Jack
Anderson.  The plaque was presemed by the Nitional Park
Servicy, represented by Ted Birkedal. It was then lnstatled on 3
special dedication monument next o tiw S8 Nenahs and was
unveited during the afternoon.

AAHP salutes the driving force behind m LG miiikm
restoration, Jack Williams of the Faffmnks Historical
Preservation Foundation, for the mzts;mémg hands-on
restoration task performed during this five-year period. The 5%
Nemant was on AAHP's fing list of Alaska's most endungered
facilities and we are delighted to have comributed the
awareness of this project and its removal from our list :

The steamboat era began when the first vessel emex:ed the
Yukon River on an upstream irip 1o Fort Yukon on 4 July, 1860
and emded when the 85 Nenana made her final voyane from
Neénana to Fairbanks in 1957, Today, the 55 Nenana, believed
o be the largest steamboat ever built, symbolizes ﬂm!
yesteryear era for thousands of visitors to Alaskaland.

' AAHP BOARD mrm&

4 brief board mmmg wm follow the AAHP annual picnic
10 Be held on August 8. 1992 at the Gakona Lodge. The board
meetng will get underway about 2 pm. Lizheth Henning,
Assistarit Director of the Westem Region Office of the ’\mtimi_
Trust for Historie Preservation, will also attend.
Agenda items for the board meeting are:
= AAHP Brochure

-+ Phscussion of 4 Tax Incentive Workshop

*  Commines Reports

A reminder 1o Committee chairs, Please bring or submit

THE ALASKA ASSOCIATI.N

’C}Eé City Hall 524 West 4th Avemse Suite 283

Anchorage, Alaska 99501
FOR HISTC}RIC PRESERVATION

AMiP ANNUAL PICNIC
- Saturday, August 8, 1992

This year, AAHP's annual picnic will be held on Saturday, :
August 8 at the Gakona Lodge, home of AAHP Vice President, . 3
Jerry Strang. The picnic s scheduled to get underway at Noon, :
mt&%ﬁmadbya%xﬁhﬁmﬁwe&ngawmum '
The picnic promises 10 be 3 memorable event. Jerry &ﬁmngfr&s
volunteered to provide the food which he says will feaure
cariboy burgers! Bring vour family and friends. Let's muke & a
memonble weekend.

To reach the Gakona Lodge. wke the Glenn Hz»g}mv p.m
Gleanalien 1o 18 junction with the Tok Cub-olf af Gulkana,
Then, take a right onto Highway 1 at Gukona. The tmat
distance from Anchorage is almost 200 miles.

Overnight accommodations are available at th:* Ga!wm_
Lodge. Contact Jerry Strang at B22-3482 for reservations.  The
lodge is an attractive fog roadliouss, the videst portion of which
dates back to 1902 It is on the National Register of Hisoric
Places and was featured in the November 1989 AAHP
newsletter. :

For those interested, side trips are also available. You
mgiﬁmmmkmgs flight from Gakona to Kennicott ‘a-i&ne: :
Or, you could 1ake 2 wip up the Tok Cut-Off 1o the MM' /
Higiway whx:h i c::ithang its S0th ﬂnnivmrg this year.

Mmm niym m_ .
wﬁm&mawwmm y g
mmmhawmmﬁw;ﬁzm .

- UL, Postage

- PAID
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Pimmt "\m ﬁﬁ?




. Historic Preservation served as facifitator, After
the task of establishing objectives for 199
- Legislarure for matching grants for the reswration of histor

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT'S CHAIR

By Rolfe Buzzell '

© The New Year promises new apporsunities and challenges for

 historic preservation in Alasks in 1991, This past winter also saw &

great deal of activity. The following is a summary of major
developments mMiﬁFM&gﬁmpﬁsﬂhﬁ?ﬁm&s SO e

4 AAHP held its annual meeting in Anchorage on December 7 in

conjunction with the annugl meetings of the Alasks Historical

 Sosiety, Museums Alaska and the Cook Intet Historical Soclety. The
© symposivm involving the four orgenizations provided new

epportunities for networking and an incredsed level of exposure for

Three speakers were fearured as part of AAHP's annual meeting
achivities. Photographer Gib Whitehead gave a fascinating mulfi-

 media presentation on *Memories of McCanthy and Kenneooit”

during the moming brusch session.  More than 70 people atended.
During the aftemoon session. two professional engineers with strong

 interests in historic preservation made presentations relating the
- eonference theme of “Science and Technology in Alaska’s Past™ 10
- the built envireament. Lyke Perrigo spoke on the need W aogquine -
- scientific and wchnological information as part of the preservation
- prodess.  Ted Trueblood spoke on cost-effective methads of

rehbilitating historic structures in Alaska

During AAHPs anmual business meeting, 2 slate of new bosrd
members was clected by the membership,  The number of board
members was reduced from 24 to 13 jo fagilitate establishing a
guorum at board mectings. Board members elecied for one year terms
were Creg Curney, Frank Morris, Gillian Smyihe and Jerey Swrang,
Members eiected for two year terms were Janet McCabe, Russ
Sackeit, Jack Sinclair snd Peg Stout, while those elected to three year

. serms were Donng Lane, Rolfe Buzzell, Bill Coghill K Lidforsang

immediately aiter the December 2ud annusl meeting, the new
hoard of directors met to ¢lect officers and committes chairs for the
comng year. The new officers elected for 1991 are President Ralfe.
Buzzell. Vice President Doana Lane, Executive Divector Bifl Coghill,
Secretary Kate Lidfors arel Treasurer Frank Norris. A

- Committes chairs Far 1991 are Peg Stout ﬂ.iduc.axm}, Iasﬁi i :.; :
Sinclair (Membership), Russ Sackeut (Projects and Issues), Michael

fungreis (Fund Raising), Janet McCabe (Legislation}, Greg Cumey
{Public Relations), Gillian Smythe (Newsletier Coordinator) and
Ronna Lane {Nominating). Committee chairs are actively recruiting
AAHT members who are interested in serving as commitiee meimbers,
Serving on & commitiee is one of the best opportunities to become
sctively involved in your Stmtewide historic preservation
organizstion. Join us!! o :

{n January 19, 1991, the AAHP's board of directors held its

annual fraining and goal setting meeting in Anchorage. Lis
Henning of the Western Regioual Office of the Naticnal Trust fo
reviewing the

 AKHP's objectives for 1991 include: 1) securing funds from the

+

Siate Office of

e

o issues,

HISTORIC PRESERVATION WEEK, MAY 12-13 B

publicizing & list of the most endangered historic sites and struciures
i Alusks; 4) supporting efforts 1o stabilize and preserve Kennecom:

3} assisting the fcon Preservation Project in its ongoing efforis to
record Russian Odthodox churches and their icons: and 6) providing.
assistance to Aluska communities in addressing historic preservation

Objectives for AAHP's organizational development in 1991

include: 1} design and production of a brochure; 2) establishment of

a board of advisors: 3} doubling the size of AAHP'S paid
membership: and 4; laving the groundwork for an endow ment

_eampaign which would begin in 1992. AAHP committees will be

further refining specific objectives and time lines for the completion

 of these and other objectives during the coming months.

1991 will be an exciting and challenging year for hisiovic . .

:'pmx'éwatim in Alaska. 1 invite each of you to roll up your sleeves and

become actively involved in the preservation of Alaska's heritage
tespurces, whether that be in your locsl community or at the Statewile
level. Only through commitment, networking and cooperative effors
will we be able 1w preserve the most significant sites and structures |
from Alaska’s past. Preservation of the buili environment provides a

- vital tink and visible reminder of the past, emphasizing the continuity
and diversity of Alaska. S e

- The week of May 12-18 is observed as “Historic Preservation
Week™ throughout the conniry. This vear's theme is “Celébrate your
Heritage", 2 challenge 1o proudly display eoch community’s history. .
This year's celebration promotes the 25th anniversary of the National
Historic Peeservation Act of 1966 which initisted the National

‘Register of Historic Places, it alse promotes the 75th anmiversaty of

the U5, Natiopa! Park Service.

comimunity s observance of National Historic Preservation Week. For
additionul information and ideas, comact AAHP. Posters are

available for $9.50 each from the National Trust, Office of

Communications. 1785 Massachisents Avenve, NNW., Washington,

- DC. 20036 or you can call (202) 673-4141. You should onler the
 pesters now in onder to receive them in time for Preservation Week,

~ AAHP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1991 ||
i Executive Director: | Bl Copmll . b .
s Pedeideni L _Rotfe Bupeell i
2 = Ssien ; ; .anai.mt :

oA : e PER SIOME .
. Fund Raising: ... s iisecnrens MTKE Jungedis 0 13
- LegislBtON: .o Janet McCabe

i Mfsﬁiﬁ? .,,..._..L;-*.gm.-,u,-, et T : inclair

o Mow s the time o begin organizing il @ign_ﬁ.iilg{-}’qiéf-.--:_ .




