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KENNICOTT
by Logan W. Hovis

Kennicott has the unique distincrion of being listed both on
AAHP's “Ten Most Endangered” list and also on the nationwide
“Endangered” list issued by the National Trust for Historic
Preservarion. A Narional Historic Landmark, Kennicorr is located
on private land deep in the Wrangell Mountains, within Wrangell-
St. Elias National Park and Preserve.

Kennicorr was the center of an exceptionally mh copper
mining operation. Copper ore produced here was shipped 1o
Cordova via the Copper River and Northwestern Railway, 2 196-
mile route built solely to serve the mines. Abandoned in 1938,
Kennicotr remains a monument to the perseverance and ingenuity
of prospectors and mine developers who explored and é&vciope,d
this remote area.

Although the first structures were buile as eatly as 1906, the
matssive industrial buildings of the Kennecotr Copper Corporation
suill dominate the human landscape. The wooden concentrator
building rises fourreen stories above the workshops, bunkhouses
-and cotrages of the main camp. In its heyday, the concentraror;
power plant and machine shops ran day and night to process the
ore and 1o support the five mines in the mountains above. The
bunkhouses were home to workers from around the world.

The railway shops were located three miles south of Kennicont
at McCarthy.

Kennicorr. As long as the mines ran, the two communities thrived.
In 1938, once the mines closed and the railway stopped running,
Kennicort and McCarthy quietly turned into ghost towns.

Preservadion of this major bistoric resource has been 3 true
partnership effort. In 1989, the Srate Legislature passed 2
resolution supporting the National Park Service's acquisition and
preservation of Kennicotr as a visitor artraction within the park. A
Park Service report recommended acquisition to Congress bug,
before this step can rake place, federal law requires owner clean-up
of hazardous substances, principally asbestos.

To keep the abandoned property from further deweriprazion
dusing this process, the Friends of Kennicor, Inc srganized for
the single purpose of emergency swabilization. The group bas been
very successful. 'With its supporr, 2 toral of $576,000 has been
raised from seare and federal sources. Working in cooperarion
with the State Historic Preservarion Office and the Nagional Pack

Service, Frieads will have smbilized most of the major spructures
by the end of next summer. Owner ﬁmﬁﬁap should 'be starced,
and Kennicorr should be well on ins way mmrds ;msemum a5 3 -

it wzt&zm the mmmmi ;mrk.
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PRESERVING HISTORY WITH “iﬂh ’I'EA‘*

Kennivort

McCarthy also provided the miners with services |
and amusements not readily gvailablie in the company town of

By Janet McCabe

The Intermodal Surface Transporation Efficiency Ace of

- 1991 {(ISTEA), pronounced “ice tea” as an acrenym. is 3 major

reorientation in wansporwation planning and development. The
focus of federal and state highway departments has bees expanded
from basic vehicular movement to a larger goal of creating more
liveable communities. This is to be accomplished through a

combination of roads, transit and rail, and transperration

“enhancements”, a caregory which includes hiswric preservation.

ISTEA lists ten categories of eligible enhancements, but sers

no limit on the amount of funding for any one enhancement
category. Thanks o the lobbying effors of organizations such s
the National Trust for Historic Preservation and Preservation
Acrion, historic preservacion is well represenced on the list of
enhancement categories. In face, six of the following wn ISTEA
enhancement caregories involve histotic preservarion:

1. Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles.
2. Acquisition of scenic easetnents and scenic
or historic sites,
Scenic or historic highway programs.
Landscaping or other scenic he&unhmzmn
- Historic preservadion.
Rehabilitation and operarion of historic wansportation

o

' railroad facilities and canals.)

the mnwamm and use tﬁam? ferr pﬁdﬁsmm ar

bxydet;mkl

buildings, structures or facilities ( mdmlmg }xmmm_

Preservation of abandoned mﬁvm'y mmdam f;miudmg'



8. Cant;w and removal of ourdaor advemsutg

9. Aschaeological planning and research. -
. 10. Mitigation of waser pollution due to I:aigkw&y mn»oﬁ'

Gmn the size of the overall ?mgam, mham:mwt funding is

 very significant. Nationwide, $153 billion will be available for

 ISTEA projects berween Ocrober 31, 1991 and Seprember 30,

- 1997, OfF this, $24 billion is earmarked for the Surface

- Transportation Program (STP), a category which includes -
transporeation enhancements. A minimum of wen percent of the

STP funds must be used for enhancemenss. Porentially, ISTEA

- could be the largest naumm&c source of ﬁm&mg ﬁm- preservation :

ever available.
‘The Alaska Ii:pzmmm of Tmm;wmtwa and Pubhc
Facilities (DOT/PF) estimares thar $12 million will be available in
1993 for enhancement projects, with ar least the same amount
available annually through Seprember 1997, To qualify for
enhancement funds, 2 historic preservation project must be related
w a transporiation route. However, ISTEA's definition of

. uapsporavion routes is expansive, mdudmgmwd Eamlmmds _'
' awﬂmfﬁmwwm&m& _
 Under ISTEA, propesals to use federal Ixighmy ﬁmc& are
] :mams&mzhﬂmﬁmmmwfméméthmgammmum

federal government levels. This means that groups or individuals

wanting funds for an ISTEA enhancement project should contact.

their local planning department or city council, In the
Municipality of Anchorage, ISTEA proposals are prepured by the
Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transporution System (AMATS),

" headed by Bob Kniefel. For proposals outside a borough or ciry,

DOT/PF regional office planners should be contacred.

' Because of the significance of ISTEA, the Masi'%}.
Emsmnmmm Assembly highlighted the subject during jrs

statewide conference on Fcbmm}r 20 and 21, Though plans are
not yet finalized, AAHP and Anchorage Hisworic Properties, lnc.
hope to hold a special watkﬁ&wp on the use of ISTEA

enhancement funds for preservarion. More informarion will be

fortheoming,
UPCOMING ALASKA WORLD WAR II
_COMMEMORATIONS
by Gury Hoff and WW i

To commemerate the S0th anniversary of the batde of Amu

Island, 4n air charter trip is being arranged from Anchorage vo

Adak and Avou from June 15w June 17,
On June 15, the charver will fly to Adak, where 2 social is
planned that evening. On June 16, the chamer will By to Acru for

4 commemaration ceremony, and will return 1o Adak fora

banques in the evening. (If weather does not allow travel 10 Amns,

- | World War IT Conference,

=== i | November7-13, 1993
mﬁm
1923 - 1993

- group of historians, historic preservationists
and interested residencs, announces a series of events ro commenm-

orate the 50th anniversary of World War 1 in Alaska during the

week of November 7-13, 1993. The goal is to heighten awareness
 of the role World War I played in shaping our history at the local,
state and national fevels and how it continues to shape the ferure,

On Sunday, November 7, an afrernoon reception ar the

. Anchorage Museum of History and Arc will kick off the week,
Films introduced by World War II specialists will be shown at the
Museum on Man&n;- through Wednesday evenings. On Tuesday
evening, the recent documentary on Aleut relocarion is featured

and 1 fecture by the film makers is planned.
Thursday, Novensber 11, Veterans' Day, marks the opening of 2
three-day Alaska ar War historical symposium. Colors will be posred

. Thursday morning and the conference will be addressed by 2 well-
knewn military historian. Sessions will include the Aleutian -

_ _Camgn, the Homefront; We Also Served: Women and Minorities o

 in the War Efforc: the Lend Lease Program; and the Legacy of Word
War IL. Social events will include 2 luncheon and evening dessers

reception on Thursday, a banquer with special keynore addsess on
Friday evening, and 2 40’5 style dance on Saturday evening. Tours of
World War I1 sites mﬁumhorag:m&ufmkmi archives (Museum
and National Archives) will also be offered.

Registration materials, available in April, can be obuined by

writing 1o Alaska at War, 1317 West Northern Lights, #522, . .
Anchorage, AK 99503-2306. Tax deductible donations may ilso

be mailed to that address. For further informartion, please conzact
Georgeie Reynolds, Chairperson, at 753-2712 or Russ Sackert,
Rtgzmncn Commitee Chair as ?62—2633

the ceremonies will be ﬂm&m&d at Adsr&} On }m 17 the

4 Vice President A e l@dﬁ 3&&%‘&9&!' 9
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i e E;ii{:aghiﬁ -
* Aema R

Gl Trblood |




PRESERVATION LEADERSHIP TRAINING We also complered a “ream project™; a zase study addrmmg

by Bill Coghill : Carmel-by-the-Sex, which gave us an opportunity o apply lessons
learned to real-life local preservation issues. This invelved
producing 2 19-page wrinen report and making 2 one-hour public
presentation o @ well astended audience in Carmel.

For someone withour formal educatinn .m'_.hiswr}u
architecture or preservation, I felr this course was of “top nowh”
benefit and | believe ir will help in my future work with AAHP.
As a follow-up, I am charged with doing a self- “assedsment ef
AAHP this year.

MEMBERSHIP APPEAL

AAHP finished 1992 with just over 200
paid members, a one-third increase over 1991.

Gary, Bill and Western Region Directors Asilomar, January 1993

In January, AAHP Board membars Bill (:aghiﬂ.md Gary As of February 18, 1993, we have 146 :
Gilletre (Juneau) actended an intensive eighe-day preservation Ll £y : it
leadership training session sponsored by the Natonal Trust for members paid up for 1993. :
Historic Preservation and held ar Asilomar, California. : An excellent starr,

Thirty-two preservation-relared parricipants arrended,
representing private non-profiv organizations and public agencies
from eleven states. I was impressed by the quality, eagerness and ~ {f shows other than *93 after vour name, you
varying backgrounds of the attendecs. The waining was provided 5 o
by rcmgﬁszeﬁ national experts and was aimed ar providing up-o- I ; ki

. . dace, effective information on current preservation practices, issues promipt payment would be appreciated.
and zction strategies, including participarary involvement. Topics -~ | . i g
included communiry leadership, staff and board development, | Thanks. AAHP relies heavily on dues
planning assessment, finance management, resources development, . to carry out its funcrions.
creating a public image. economics and pc;i;cac:s cif prcsgwamm |
and a hands-on design workshop. ;

Please check your mailing label. Ifir -

have not yet paid your 1993 dues. Your -

MEMBERSHIP

Membership runs from January | through Eimm!:ﬂ 31. Dues are payable by December 31 of preceeding year. :
Benefits include subscription to the quarterly AAHP msiﬁm workshops & serinars * annual meeting * histonc preservation @cimc:my.

S Botent 8 Hon B Comteibutar ..iovicssimnsiomsionsy seon

GO Ddividial 5 1500 & G T PR et S 5 . 10000

C.} Family . S 2[00 3 Sposser .. w5 25000
(ffdem! state, wrdm-xmpai m-m:rax w.fué&ﬁ

Donations to AAHP ape tax deductibla. s allowable under IRS mgulations.
3 is enclosed. Also, | would be glad to participate in AAHP activities in the following areas:
i Fend Ruising L Membership 23 Legislation
3 Education i . < Public Relations J Projects & Jasues
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AAHP'S ENDANGERED HISTORIC PROPERTIES

By Bonnie 5. Houston

Each year, the AAHP publishes a list of ren historic properties

in the Seate which are threatened by neglect and/or development.

The goal is to expand public awareness of Alaska’s historic
properties and to foster 2 greater underswanding of the need to

preserve these non-renewable resources. _ _ _
AAHPs 1992 Endangered Historic Properies list included:

1. Arctic Mission Village Church, Arcic Village

2. Building 29, Sicka s '

3. Chief Kashakes House, Saxman

4. [Eagle Historic District, Eagle -
5. Fairbanks Exploration Company Complex, Fairbanks
6. Holy Ascension Orthodox Church, Unalasks

7. Kennicott Mine Complex, Kennicort

8. Lacey Street Theater, Fairbanks

9. Old Main School, Fairbanks

10. St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Notae

This year, in an effort 1o increase public involvement, AAHP
invites all readers to participate in identfying endangered historic
properties. To be considered, a property must be ar least 50 years
ald and it must be significant on the local, state, or national level
for izs architecture or its association with an important person or
event. Finally, the property must be in some imminen: danger of
being altered or destroyed.

To rake part in the nomination process, simply fill our the

“ enclosed form and mail ir o AAHP.

THE ALASKA ASSOCIATION
Old City Hall 524 West 4th Avenue, Suite 203
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION ,

‘the Fourth Avenue Theatre in Anchorage
successful. It included a ralk by Roberr Gottstein on hi

_AAHP ANNUAL MEETING

AAHP's 1992 annual meeting was held on December 6 ar
e. The event was highl:

completed restoration of the Fourth Avenue Theatre; an overview

of Anchorage Historic Propersies activities by Sarah ‘Brand-
~ Erichsen; and a presentation by Russ Sacke: on AAHP's “Ten

Most Endangered Historic Properties” list for 1992. In addirion,
owo videos, “Scenic Byways” and “Historic Eagle Districe”, were

shown on the Fourth Avenue Theatre’s movie screen.

~ New Board members elecred were Fran Seager-Boss, Nancy

~ Killoran, Clyde Courtnage and Bonnie Houston. They replace
- Rich Kirkwood, Kathy Marrs, Russ Sackerr and Rolfe Buszell.
- However, both Russ and Rolfe have agreed to maintsin an acrive
- role on AAHP commircees. Past board member, Donns Lane,

was added to the Advisory Board.
' The following members make up the 1993 Board: Bill

¥ ;%agh'i!!' {Anchorage), Clyde Courtnage (Anchorage), Gary

Gillewre (Juneau), Bonnie Houston (Anchorage), Naney Killoran

- (Anchorage), Janer McCabe (Anchorage), Frank Norris

(Anchorage), Fran Seager-Boss (Wasilla), Jack Sinclair (Sterling),
Jill Smythe (Anchorage), Karen Stanley (Katchikan), Jerry Strang
{Gakona) and Gloria Trueblood (Wasilla). j

An election of AAHP officers for 1993 was held
immediately after the annual meeting. Frank Norris was
elected as President; Jack Sinclair as Vice President; jill Smythe
as Secretary and Gloria Trueblood as Treasurer. Bill Coghill
remains as Executive Direcror, ]
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