






As Others See Us ... 

STAMP MILL PUT ON ENDANGERED LIST 

by Tony Bickert, Valdez Vanguard (June 7, 1995) 

The Smith stamp mill, a rapidly deteriorating piece of 
Valdez history, has been listed among the "Ten Most 
Endangered Buildings in Alaska." The annual list, released 
May 4 by the Alaska Association for Historic Places [sic], 
is meant to increase the level of awareness and preserva
tion efforts for historic structures. 

Valdez Museum Director Joe Leahy said the mill is in 
desperate need of preservation. 

In October 1993, the state awarded Leahy funds to 
report on the mill's condition and make restoration 
recommendations. Valdez historian Donna Lane did so. 
Then, two weeks after she submitted it, the Department of 
Natural Resources, which owns the site, wrote Leahy a 
lett�r stating it would not permit any preservation efforts 
until more studies were conducted to determine the 
"appropriate " method of stabilization. No further action 

has been taken. 
Leahy said it is now too late to preserve the mill at its 

original remote site and he wants to at lest remove the 
stamps and jaw crusher to the Valdez Museum to prevent 
further deterioration. However, the state prohibits 
unauthorized removal of historic objects from their original 
location. Leahy said the fact that the mill is now on the 
endangered list might convince the state to re-examine its 
"don't move it" philosophy. 

JOIN US AND PRESERVE AIASKA'S IDSTORY! 

Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31. 
Benefits include: * the quarterly AAHP newsletter, 
• workshops and seminars, • annual meeting, • historic
preservation advocacy.

O Student ..... $10 
0 Individual .... $15 
0 Family ...... $25 
O Non-Profit ... $25 

O Contributor .. $ 50 
□ Friend . . . . . $100 
D Sponsor . . . . $250 
D Benefactor . . $500 

Donations to AAHP are tax deductible, as allowable 
under IRS regulations. 

I would be glad to participate in AAHP activities in the 
following areas: 

O Fund Raising 
O Education 
O Membership 

D Public Relations 
D Legislation 
D Projects & Issues 

NAME ______________ _ 

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

CITY/STAIB/ZIP __________ _ 

Return to: AAHP, 645 W. 3rd Ave., Anchorage, Alaska 
99501, attn: Treasurer 

Nonprofit Org. 

THE ALASKA ASSOCIATION 

FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

645 West Third Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
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