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i Annual Meeting to be Held Saturday, January 24*

The Association will hold its annual meeting at 1 p.m. on January 24, 1998. The meeting will be held at
Loussac Library, on the ground floor near the City Assembly chambers.

The program will feature three speakers. Leading off the program will be Janine Dorsey, a Fairbanks
resident who is an expert on the town’s coal bunkers. (The Fairbanks coal bunkers, as noted elsewhere in this
issue, have been the focus of a preservation fight for more than a year.) Also on the program will AAHP
scholarship winner Karen Bretz, who will speak about the economics of preservation, particularly as the topic
relates to Bristol Bay cannery sites. In addition, NPS architect Steve Peterson will speak about preservation
activities at the Kennicott Mine in conjunction with the recently-passed Congressional appropriations.

We urge you to attend, and hope that you’ll mark it on vour calendar.

.' What's Happening With the Properties on AAHP's “Ten Most Endangered” List?
by Sean Boily and Russ Sackett

Changes (mostly good!) have taken place with half of the properties AAHP nominated to the Ten Most
Endangered list last spring. Here's a randown on the latest goings-on:

* Alaska Nellie's Cabin, Lawing: This property received one of AAHP's two $2,500 matching grants. As of
late July, more than $2,700 had been spent on materials and reimbursable labor, primarily on stabilizing the
building foundation. AAHP has awarded half of its grant amount already and will award the remainder if it
receives documentation of further work. _ A

* Improved Order of Red Men Lodge, Eagle:

As noted in an Eagle Historical Society newsletter
article (see back page), rehabilitation work—includ-
ing jacking and leveling the building and installing

a permanent concrete foundation—has effectively
preserved the lodge (see photo). AAHP has received
documentation for much of the contractor’s work
and has paid EHS the full §2,500 it requested.

* Matanuska Colony's Cannery/Creamery and TR
Warehouse, Palmer: The State of Alaska requested - .- _ ‘
Is from interested parties to receive owner- :

ip of the property. Mawmmememmwﬁmwmamﬁmﬁm
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was anticipated that the successful proposer would be chosen by the end of December

o Ahsh&nmu Gold Mining Company's immmnﬁve Shop, Juneau: Juneau, under the Certified Local .
_Gﬁvmwmpmgmm,hasrmwd grant money to address foundation and exterior sheathing (roof, siding, and . - ”
‘windows) problems. Work will be completed by September, 1998. These rehabilitation measures will success-

ﬁlﬂ}' address the preservation of the Lommotwe She;x and should remove it from the "endangered” ;:ategory

' _. & Sheldon Jackson College, Sitka: The college trustees have agreed to begin a maintenance program for all I_ .
buildings on campus. The Allen Auditorium is scheduled for minor repairs and repainting this cumgmmmet
mtmmeshawa}saagrwdtelmvaﬂmcmmnmémmeﬁmomxegmofmmﬂcPlax:es o .

* Erskine House, Kodiak: The building received new mmlatmn last summer addressing one of the major
problem areas threatening the building.

* First Avenue Historic Streetscape, Fairbanks: Bad news here.
The Wear House, a Queen Anne cottage dating from 1907, was
burned by the fire department this summer. The owner was ad-
vised by a contractor that it would be cheaper to destroy the house
and rebuild a copy than to address correcting problems in the
original, so the owner followed that advice. No significant activ-
ities have occurred to other First Avenue properties.

Russ reports that in regards to the Victor Holm Cabin in Kasilof,
the Soldotna Historical Society is making a formal inventory of the i e P ‘
many items in the cabin. No significant activities are known to have The George C. Thomas Library, _

* taken place at either the Flat City Historic District (Flat) or Saints part of the First Avenue Swreetscape, @) @
Sergius & Herman of Valaam Church (Enghsh Bay} a is a National Historic Landmark.

Members are encouraged to send recent information about the condition of any of the "ten endangered
buildings,” or other historic structures in Alaska, to either Sean or Russ in care of the AAHP office. Russ can
be reached by telephone at 269-8726.
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- Special 1993 Membmhip Offer!

For 199891113,%&?35aﬂermgmmhemgem&m&miandfamiymmbﬂsawﬂmmmmm
AAHP and Anchorage Historic Properties, Inc. (AHPI). I hope our Anchorage members and readers will take
this opportunity to support preservation efforts at the local, as well as statewide, level by joining both organi-
zations. Under this plan, joint membership is $30 for individuals and $45 for families, a savings of $5 (15
percent) and $10 (18 percent) respectively evcﬂhemgnlarm ﬁmimmahngth:sma&ﬁcrwmmmmf

1998 promises to be an interesting year for AAHP. Inpartmﬁs: our Ten Most Endangered Building :
Preservation Matching Grant Program was very successful in 1997, because AAHP matching funds were used
mh&lpmmmcmmesatboﬁzhmg{ﬁw&md}md&gh w;:hopumwmmaﬂmmﬁm
level of success in 1998. Anydma&ammmimxﬁm&yfwﬁmmmpm&a pecial

sccount and are not used for any other purpose. Too many of Alaska’s historic struc face ar
future! Pimewnmﬂzxmahngmaﬁ:ﬁun&w@tbnﬁmt&th&zmml%ﬂ
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Happenings at the National Trust Conference

i by Sylvia Elliott
& Thanks to generous scholarships from both the National Trust and the Alaska Association :
for Historic Preservation, I had the opportunity to travel to Santa Fe, New Mexico for this [T5S__—==%=
year’s National Trust Conference. Also representing Alaska were State Historic Preserva- | 5 -
; tion Officer Judy Bittner, National Trust Advisors Russ Sackett and Renee Blahuta, and
o John F. C. Johnson of the Chugach Heritage Foundation.

Approximately 2,000 National Trust members attended the week-long conference. Activities were held in
several different locations within the downtown historic district, which provided everyone the welcome chance
to stretch their legs and get in a bit of sight-seeing between sessions. Although Santa Fe received a dusting of
snow on October 12, the weather qumkly cleared, and daytime temperatures during the conference ranged from
68 to 74 degrees.

Iheﬂmmss of this year’ smfm,“?eepiemdﬂw Living in Cultural Landscapes,” focused sntimways
in which the natural and constructed elements of the landscape have influenced the lives of the American
Indian, Hispanic and Anglo cultures in the Southwest. Some of the issues explored included benefits and costs
of heritage tourism; protection of archeological sites and artifacts; stewardship of historic sites; innovative

memmmmmmuaw,mmmmmﬁmmwnwdsmmc
districts.

The Openmg Plenary Session, held at the historic St. me Cathedral, featured welcoming addresses by
several notable officials. My favorite speaker, and the one who held the attention of the audience most =~
M. W rceatly, whs Rihaed West. tho Ditovtoe of the Nethral Mosownt of the Anieicus katiu ¥ ot sools ot
: e | quiet intensity and personal emotion about one of the conflicts facing the American Indian; the clash of
traditional ways and sacred places with economic development.

1 Choosing which of the 175 concurrent workshops, educational sessions, field sessions and receptions to sttend
was difficult. I finally decided on what seemed an equitable sampling of each. The first workshop, “Building
Support Through Public Relations,” proved to be nmofthem&speclall}rappheabie to AAHP. In addition to
practical suggestions for increasing mmbm&np and public support, this session also pamuded the ppportunity
to talk and problem-solve with other representatives of non-profits. _

Another session that I particularly enjoyed was “Rethinking Authmticitymdﬁadiﬁan:m?mﬁanis&

Might Learn from Pueblo Indians, Hispanic and Appalachians.” Four speakers presented thought-provoking
e discussions which challenged a long-accepted definition of historic preservation as being limited to the built
environment. Rina Swentzell, a New Mexico architect, was the most compelling. She related the historic world
view of the southwest American Indian, noting that Pueblo people consider that the land and its traditional uses
oS, are more important than architecture, She stated that “our adobe buildings mean nothing to us if we are not able

o to continue raising our Chiro sheep.” People feel that a building has a life cycle: it is born (constructed), exists

for a natural lifetime, and then dies as it slowly decays and returns to the earth. Building restoration is not part
of this paradigm, and “structures embodying & notion of superiority are anathema to us.” Swentzell further
Wm%ﬁmmmmsfwnfdmhmmﬁm;nmm mmbﬁi&ng&
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edmaﬁmﬁmmw mmrmwﬂewmmymm ’I‘hﬁm :
d fireworks. mwwx- shworth’s presentation, for example, many audience members
: vomedmmthﬂmmm__'__ m.mmmmmﬂmwof :




All in all, I felt very fortunate to attend the 51 National Preservation Conference. It afforded me an excellent
opportunity to meet some very interesting people from around the country, while gammg a broader perspective
on some of the crucial issues facing the historic preservation movement in the coming century. I appreciate the
generosity of the AAHP andﬂwNTHthclpmgmmdmymp

e °

AAHP Holds Strategic Planning Session

On Saturday, November 1,
AAHP’s Board of Directors
convened in a Frontier Build-
ing meeting room and spent
the day discussing the present
status and the future direction
of our organization. The
Western Regional Director of
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, Elizabeth Gold-
stein, was there to facilitate
the discussion as was Anthony
Veerkamp, a staff member
from NTHP’s San Francisco
office. Thanks to their skilled
direction, the meeting moved
swiftly, and by day’s end, the ; y ‘

Board had a more definite sense  Board members aﬂending AAHP's Stra:egzc Plarmmg Retreat included : g

of its goal orientation. As would (from lefi to right) President Gillian Smythe, Chuck Hawley, Executive . ’
be expected, however, the day  Director Bill Coghill, Russ Sackett, Syivia Elliott, and NTHP staffer

brought forth as many questions Anthony Veerkamp. Elizabeth Goldstein, NTHP's Western Region

as answers. Stay tuned! Director, stands at the right

JOIN US AND PRESERVE ALASKA’S HISTORY!

Membership runs from January 1 through December 31. Benefits include...

* the quarterly AAHP newsletter * annual meeting

* workshops and seminars * historic preservation advocacy

Ll R SRR 11 __ Contributor ... BTN, <.

o Talividanl ... $15 = B T R $100

R i $25 L TR 5 i i $250
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PLEASE NOTE ANY CHANGE TO YOUR MAILING LABEL.
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 1/we would also like to make a tax deductible gift of § to the AAHP Top Ten Most
Endangcwdﬁuﬂdwmmmmﬁngmmm : :
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1998
Endangered Historic Properties

i To increase public awareness of endangered historic properties, the Alaska -
! Association for historic Preservation identifies the State’s ten most endangered historic
3 properties during National Historic Preservation Week each May. The propertieson

this list are nominated by individuals and historic preservation organizations ﬂmugfmﬁ _3,._ '. :

the state. AAHP requests your assistance in identifying historic properties that are :

endangered. To nominate a property to the endangered list, please complete the
following by March 31, 1988, and mail to :

The Alaska Association for Historic Preservation
645 West Third Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501-2124

Property name nominated. _

Location:

. . Property Owner and address:

Name if individual prepairing
form and Address:

Phone-Day: . . Evening:

roperty Description:

e




Property history:

Why is property endangered?

Activities under way to save property:

Property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places: __ yes PP : : . £id
Provide a photograph of the building mmis mmm - . - - o '




~ @uillion in the Fiscal Year 1999 budget for the National

NEWS about Significant Alaska Historical Properties
Senator Ted Stevens has provided for approximately $4 .

Park Service to acquire buildings at the Kennicott Mine
and Mill Complex, near McCarthy. That funding pack-
age passed Congress, and all indications are that it will
survive President Clinton’s veto pen. -

Restoration and renovation work is nearing completion
on the Old St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Nome.
When completed, the building promises to be the commu-
nity's centerpiece. The old church has been moved from
its temporary site on private property, where it was used s
as a storage warehouse for over 50 vears, 1o a new steel ' i

pile foundation on the city "square.” The building's exter- The Kennecott Mill Complex, 1946,
ior has been restored to its original appearance, an effort ; :

which included the reconstruction of the 100 foot belfry and spire. A 10 foot tall illuminated cross once againis
a beacon in the arctic landscape. The building interior was removed in its entirety, refinished, and reinstalled in

conjunction with a modern insulation and mechanical heating and ventilation system. All original lighting
fixtures have been removed and replaced with new ones, in historic character. Additional up-lighting has also
been installed to provide exhibition space lighting levels. A new reception area desk and two single bathrooms
have been provided in the area under the choir loft, and a "chapel” addition has been provided, emulating the
form of the original chapel. The park landscaping and lighting is incomplete, but has been designed to.
complement the historic St. Joseph's Church building. The City of Nome is planning to use the building fm- :

ial events, and possibly as a Nome/Gold Rush interpretive center. NOTE: The building’s Grand Opening
took place on December 14. We hope to describe that event in the next issue of our newsletter.

The Fairbanks Historic Preservation Association received a direct appropriation of approximately $50,000 from
the state legislature this year to prevent the destruction of the Fairbanks Cosl Bunkers. Part of the money was
spent to dismantle the structure. It now sits in a pile on an adjacent property. No immediate efforts are planned
to re-erect the structure. : ; :

At the Independence Mine Camp, north of Palmes, the Old Smkhnm‘monnm:ry #2) -ieeeeivad anew
foundation andﬁemsysmmthism'ma-Mmﬁmmkpmmmmmonﬁgwmm ;
revealed that the condition of both foundation and floor was worse than originally thought, specifically, ai_i
beams and floor joists at the northern end of the building were totally mnedawxy,mﬁthenmhﬁnwalihad
sunk 8 inches below grade. Alaska State Parks is once again considering a concession operation in the area.

A Fairbanks architectural/engineering firm conducted a building m&diﬁmasmmtnf :he mwn’s-m
Temple. mmmm@mmmmﬂmh@mﬁmmmmmmmwwm
correct. T&Mmmmmwmmmwa&m_whﬁw@mmﬁwmm

i rebabilitate Chugach Alaska Corporation has negotiated a 20-year
 purchase the y before it is put into service in order o obtain the 20% tax credit available for respectful
mmmp;?m designated his m ‘This project is scheduled to be comp lmébymvl 1998. _
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How others see our work...
Redmen Restoration
from the Fall 1997 "Eagle Historical Society and Museums Newsletter"

_ "Since 1993, EHSM has been working towards rehabilitating the historic Redmen Hall. Phase 1, whicp
was completed October 15th, included a new cement foundation, all weather wood pony walls, support beams,
floor joists and insulation. | :

- The contract was awarded in June to Steve Nelson for less than $28,000. Steve, a long time Eagle
resident, has worked on other historic buildings in Eagle and in the Yukon-Charley National Preserve. This
became a family project to complete, as Steve was assisted by his wife, Patty and teenagers Zac and Emily.
Even their youngest children, Luke and Jenga, helped shovel dirt and run errands. The family managed to
complete the project while running their gift shop and working for the National Park Service.... :

Another big project has been completed. Taking on Phase II (new foundation), to stabilize the 1904

historic Redmen Hall, was a very large project for the EHSM to undertake. Funds for the project were received

from the following sources:
* Rasmuson Foundation, $6,000 * Nellie Briggs, $1,318 * Bill Bowie, $1,000 Cdn.
* Member Donation, $1,405 * 1995 Quilt Raffle, $3,816 * 1996 Quilt Raffle, $4,000

* Alaska Association for Historic Preservation matching grant, $2,500 -
Lots more needs to be done, but the new foundation makes the Redmen Hall much more comfortable.” _
- Elva Scott, EHS Newsletter Editor

kg w i # * & * * * * & * * *

Bill Coghill, AAHP’s longtime executive director, has headed south for the winter. He has resigned as both
executive director and membership chair. He will, however, remain on the board. He'll return in the spring. In
the meantime, we all wish him well in sun and warmnth that now surround him!

THE ALASKA ASSOCIATION _ gm-
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Anchorage, Alaska 99501




