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Top Ten Most Endangered
Historic Properties of 2001

Sean Boily
Fort William H. Seward, Haines
Ten Most Endangered 1999, 2000, 2001

Fort William H. Seward (see photo above) was
established in 1898 to secure a military presence in
Alaska’s gold rush frontier. It was garrisoned from
1902 to 1945. Once known as the Chilcoot Barracks,
Fort Seward was Alaska’s only military installation
for almost twenty years. The fort originally consisted
of approximately eighty-five buildings, mostly con-
structed between 1904 and 1906.

Development pressures in areas around the fort as
well as within its boundaries threaten this remarkable
structural complex. The properties remain privately
owned. Property owners and the city of Haines are
interested in developing design guidelines and other
planning documents to assist in the fort’s preservation.
This property was designated a national historic land-
mark in 1978.

Continued on page 2

2001 Matching Funds

Preservation Grants

Sean Boily

Each year, the Alaska Association for Historic

Preservation (AAHP) sponsors a fund-matching
preservation grant, made available to projects identi-
fied by AAHP as Alaska’s ten most endangered historic
properties. Following the grant program’s first five suc-
cessful consecutive years, AAHP proudly announces
the grant recipients for the program’s sixth year, 2001,

The Rebekah Lodge, located on the First Avenue
Historic Streetscape in Fairbanks, is to receive a $3000
fund-matching grant for the final phase of work that will
take this building from an endangered status to being
an operational historic place. The grant will assist the
owners in replacing the deteriorated electrical system,
painting and protecting the building’s wood exterior, and
restoring eight of the building’s original windows. This
historic property was originally constructed in 1907 to
serve two businesses: a doctor’s office (in front), and a
bathhouse (in back). After the bathhouse pipes froze and

Continued on page 7
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Jimmy H. Doolittle Home, Nome
Ten Most Endangered 2000, 2001

This is the childhood home of the legendary
Jimmy Doolittle, built by his father Frank in 1900 (see
photo, right). Frank came to Nome to search for gold
in 1899, bringing his wife, Rebecca, and his son with
him. Jimmy is famed as an aviation and army officer
who lead a decisive bombing raid on Tokyo during
World War II (1942). He was awarded the Congressio-
nal Medal of Honor for his bravery. The building is a
two-story wood frame house, with bracketed eaves at
all sides of house (unique in Nome), and with an 18’ x
36’ footprint.

The house is unheated and run down. Time and
weather are taking their toll. The city of Nome and
the Nome Visitors Association saved the structure from
demolition in 1997. The place has been boarded up
and placed on a temporary foundation, but needs a new
home and purpose, as well as the necessary restoration
work. They are looking for funding sources.

Saints Sergius and Herman of Valaam

Church, Spruce Island
Ten Most Endangered 2000, 2001
Location: New Valaam site (Monks’ Lagoon), Spruce
Island (near Kodiak), Alaska

The wood-sided log chapel (see photo below)
was built between 1894 and 1896. It is constructed
on pilings over the sacred gravesite of Saint Herman
of Alaska (died Dec. 1836). The chapel was built of
spruce logs by the Ouzinkie people. This building rep-
resents a significant and rich history of the Russian
Orthodox faith and the continuance of the remote
Spruce Island Monastery. The monastery was founded
in the early 1800s with the arrival of the monk Herman,
who established Spruce Island as a refuge, founding

Jimmy H. Doolittle Home, Nome, Alaska

a monastic school and orphanage. Governor Wrangell
granted Father Herman exclusive governing authority
of Spruce Island and its residents in 1831, by issuing
regulations which applied to Aleuts, Creoles, and Rus-
sians alike. Herman was canonized Saint Herman of
Alaska after his death, and the monastery has contin-
ued to the present day. This monastery is recognized
by modern state and local governments as a signif-
jcant historic place and a vibrant contributor to the
cultural fabric of not only Alaska, but the greater cul-
tural heritage of this nation. This chapel is at the core
of the monastic life, and its deterioration is widely felt.
Spruce Island Monastery is regularly visited by pil-
grims from all over the world, as well as by Alaskans
who seek out this place out of personal interest and
respect.

Piling supports are rotting out and collapse is
imminent. Work on repairing pilings will inevitably
lead to the discovery of wider-spread deterioration in
need of repair. Temporary supports were provided in
August of 1999. The purchase of materials is an obsta-
cle the monastery faces, having only minimal funding.
This property is on the National Register of Historic
Places.
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Interior view of the Victor Holm cabin in Kasilof

Victor Holm Cabin, Kasilof
Ten Most Endangered 1995, 1997, 2000, 2001

The 13’ x 15’ log structure represents the pre-gold
rush homestead building style in Alaska. Several asso-
ciated outbuildings also constructed by Victor Holm
are part of this developing cultural heritage site.

The Victor Holm cabin is considered the oldest
surviving homesteader cabin on the Kenai Peninsula
south of the Kasilof River. It was constructed around
1890 by Victor Holm, a Finnish American who came
to the Peninsula to work as a salmon processor on
the Kasilof River. He obtained a homestead patent and
lived at this location until the mid-1940s, when he left
Alaska. The property was purchased from Mr. Holm
in 1948 by Charles and Elfrieda Lewis, who lived in
the cabin and used it as the district post office until the
mid-1950s. Mr. Holm left a great deal of his belong-
ings, which the Lewises recognized as having cultural
value, and made the effort to preserve by making a
time capsule of the homesteader era within the cabin.

In December of 1999, the Victor Holm property
was donated to the Kachamak Heritage Land Trust by

Elfrieda Lewis and her daughter Anne, with the under-
standing that it be preserved complete with contents
and made available to the public.

The cabin and accompanying outbuildings are
slowly deteriorating and in desperate need of conserva-
tion. The nearby embankment of the Kasilof River is
also rapidly eroding, causing an additional threat to the
buildings and artifacts on the property.

The Kachamak Heritage Land Trust has efforts
underway to establish a conservation plan, with spe-
cific efforts to have a professional evaluation of the
structures to determine the scope of conservation/
restoration effort. KHLT has received a $2500 grant
from the Land Trust Alliance Northwest to spearhead
this effort. Following evaluation, funds will immedi-
ately need to be raised to begin conservation in areas
identified in that analysis as most critical.

This property is on the National Register of His-
toric Places.

Historic St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Eagle City
Ten Most Endangered 2001
This is a log church building, located on Block 1,
lots 10 & 11, Townsite of Eagle (see photo, above).
Reverend and Mrs. James Kirk, Presbyterian mis-
sionaries, arrived in Eagle in 1898. After one year’s
residence, they built the present church with the rec-
tory next door. The last Presbyterian missionary left
Eagle in 1905 and the church buildings were sold to the
Episcopal church. Priests or lay readers were assigned
to Eagle until 1951, after which time the church was
served only intermittently by church workers. In 1936
a large two-story rectory replaced the original single-
story building. In 1943 the original church was rebuilt,

Continued on page 4


















