
The Friends of S.S. Nenana Inc. 
were able to move forward with an 
agreement with the FNSB after the 
Fairbanks Assembly called a spe-
cial meeting to discuss a resolution 
requesting the Fairbanks Mayor to 
enter into an agreement with the 
Friends of S.S. Nenana Inc. for 
grant fund expenditures. 

The Friends of S.S. Nenana Inc. 
received a Congressionally Di-
rected Spending grant award of 
$500,000 for repairs to the S.S. 
Nenana. The assembly voted 5-3 to 
approve the resolution on accept-
ing 
federal 
funds 
or find 
a way 
to 
trans-
fer the 
helm 
to a 
new 
owner. 

The 
FNSB 
pro-
vided 
the final information needed for 
the National Park Service to pro-
ceed, which included a letter of 
support from the Fairbanks Mayor. 

Work is scheduled to begin in 2026 
for repairs, with the FNSB being 
reimbursed by the NPS for associ-

Regret goes only one way. The 

preservation of historic buildings  

is a one-way street. There is no 

chance to renovate or to save a  

historic site once itôs gone. And 

we can never be certain what will 

be valued in the future. This  

reality brings to light the im-

portance of locating and saving 

buildings of historic signifi-

canceɶbecause once a piece of 

history is destroyed, it is lost  

forever. 

From ñSix Practical Reasons to  

Save Old Buildingsò by  

Julia Rocchi  

ated expenses.  

The funds were obtained through 
the assistance of Senator Lisa 
Murkowski. 

The word from the contractor 
working on the SS Nenanaôs 
wheel,  Jack Frost Log Works,  is 
that prep work has started for 
the Wheel Project. Replacing 
some rotten boards on the tran-
som wall and making the paddle 
wheel arm openings more bird-
proof and attractive. 
 
Setting up work scaffolding on  
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5 Tips for Nonprofit Lobbying and Avoiding  

Political Campaign Intervention 

 As preservationists we know how important it 
is to advocate for the power of preservation at 
the federal, state, and local levels. However, 
sometimes we need a reminder of what tools we 
have access to both as nonprofits and as 
individuals who care about our communities and 
our country. 

One of the first things that we need to know 
prior to lobbying and advocacy of any kind are 
the legal rules around these practices. As 
National Trust Deputy General Counsel Ross 
Bradford said, ñlobbying is an important tool for 
nonprofits, and they should not be afraid to 
contact their elected representatives to advocate 
for the causes that are important to them ï but 
itôs also important to understand the rules and 
regulations that govern how nonprofits can 
conduct their lobbying efforts.ò 

This piece is part of a series of resources 
dedicated to giving preservationists the tools 
they need to ensure that their voices are heard. 
As you begin your advocacy work make sure you 
are up to date on the latest issues facing the field 
by visiting the National Trust Action Center. 

Watch the training video below and check 
out the 5 Tips to make sure you are up to 
speed: 

https://youtu.be/VPegEpxMDwQ 

Making Your Voice Heard: Nonprofit 
Lobbying and Avoiding Political 
Campaign Intervention 

Featuring Ross Bradford, deputy general counsel 
at the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

1. Know the Difference Between Issue 
Advocacy and Political Activity 

True or false? Nonprofits are not allowed to 
lobby. 

False! 

Under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, nonprofits can lobby without losing their 
tax-exempt status. Organizations must abide by 
certain restrictions established by federal tax 
laws. The key is to make sure you are aware of 
what those restrictions are and how you 
approach your advocacy work. 

For instance: Make sure that your advocacy 

work does not become prohibited political 
campaign activity. Make sure that your messaging 
does not directly identify a candidate for office 
and keep in mind the timing of the advocacy work 
to an election. 

2. Understand What Constitutes Direct 
and Grassroots Lobbying 

There are two different sets of tax rules that 
nonprofits can choose between in following the 
IRS rules. The Substantial Part Test is all about 
making the case that only a portion of a 
nonprofitôs work is directed towards lobbying. Itôs 
the harder set of rules to follow so many 
nonprofits instead use the Expenditure Test (the 
501(h) election) where there are clear financial 
limits to what nonprofits can spend on lobbying. 

Under the Expenditure Test these limits are 
divided lobbying into two categories: direct and 
grassroots lobbying. 

Direct Lobbying is when an organization 
attempts (through its efforts/activities) to 
influence specific legislation by reflecting its view 
on the legislation to a member of a legislative 
body or other government employee who 
participates in the formulation of the legislation. 

Grassroots Lobbying is any communication 
with the public about a specific legislative 
proposal that expresses a view and calls for action 
to communicate with a legislator in order to 
influence the legislation. 

3. Track Your Lobbying Expenditures 

There are a number of different expenditures that 
need to be tracked as part of the IRS guidelines. 
These include compensation of employees and 
vendors, costs associated with communicating 
with elected officials (i.e. travel expenses and 
payments to other organizations to lobby on your 
behalf). You should track not only actual time 
spent conducting lobbying activities but also any 
time spent in preparation to lobby (e.g., prep 
meetings and time spent drafting 
communications). 

It is also important to make sure each employee is 
tracking their direct and grassroots lobbying for 
reporting purposes. 

4. Be Clear on Lobbying Rules under 
Federal, State, and Local Laws. 

https://savingplaces.org/grassroots-advocacy
https://savingplaces.org/grassroots-advocacy
https://savingplaces.org/action-center
https://youtu.be/VPegEpxMDwQ
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New Book:  
Alaska's Cold War Landmark: Nike Site Summit at Arctic Valley 
Many visitors to Site Summit over the years have inquired about the interpretive panels on dis-
play on-site. They have now been collected together and published as a booklet! ñAlaska's Cold 
War Landmark: Nike Site Summit at Arctic Valleyò  is an illustrated guide to the history, geogra-
phy, and legacy of Site Summit. 

For 20 years (1959-1979) during the Cold War, Site Summit at Arctic Valley protected the skies 
around Anchorage, Alaska from the threat of nuclear-armed Soviet bombers.  

This decommissioned Nike-Hercules surface-to-air missile base is now America's most intact for-
mer missile base and a growing destination for Cold War tourism in Anchorage.  Each summer, 
local non-profit Friends of Nike Site Summit leads tours, guided and narrated by missile site vet-
erans, of the historic structures that are being restored to their Cold War-era appearance.  

This richly illustrated guide is intended as a supplement to an in-person visit or a way to learn 
about Alaska's Cold War heritage from the comfort of your own home.  

The booklet places Site Summit in the larger historical and geographical context of the global Cold 
War conflict, with features on its sister sites at Site Point (now Anchorage's iconic Kincaid Park) 
and Site Bay; Anchorage during the Cold War; and Nike sites elsewhere in the United States and 
abroad. 

The premium, glossy edition ($32) is only available to tour participants, but a matte edition is 
available online at major retailers such as Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble at $20.99 plus ship-
ping. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  

President: Trish Neal 
VP/Treasurer: Sam Combs 

Secretary: Jobe Bernier 
 

At-Large:  

Matthew Reckard 

Kyan Reeve 

Amber Glen 

Shannon Crossley    

 

Advisory Board 

Stephen Reeve, At Large 

Janet Matheson, At Large 

  
Office Hours 

10am to 5pm M-F 
Please Call 907-929-9870 
https://alaskapreservation.org/ 
https://savingplacesalaska.com/ 

 
 

Oscar Anderson House 
Closed for 2023 

Museum: 907-206-2284 
OscarAndersonHouse@gmail.com  

 
P˒˅˓˅˒˖ˁ˔ˉˏˎ Aˌˁ˓ˋˁ 
Alaska Association for  

Historic Preservation (AAHP) 
P.O. Box 102205  

Anchorage, AK  99510-2205  
AKPreservation@gmail.com 

 

501(c)(3) Tax ID:  92-0085097   

Preservation Notes 

Preservation News from 
Around the State. To submit 
Preservation News items, 
email us at 

AKPreservation@gmail.com 

 
 

Articles are published on top-
ics worthy of public consider-
ation. Unless otherwise stat-
ed, the views expressed are 
those of the authors and 
should not be attributed to 
AAHP, its Board of Directors, 
or its supporters.  
 

Copyright of material is re-
served by the guest authors 
and cannot be reproduced 
without their permission.  
 

Banner by Bill Devine, 1992. 

п 

Sponsor a Flagpole  

To celebrate the 2026 public opening, 
ERLPA is planning a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony on 
June 1, 2026, 
marking Eldred 
Rock Light-
houseôs 120th 
anniversary. 
Imagine raising 
the American 
and Alaskan 
flags on a new 
flagpole during 

our nationôs semiquincentennial, con-
tributing to America 250! This costly 
project is beyond our current budget. It 
will cost $5,000. 

Who will help raise the flag?    

Eldred Rock Lighthouse Preservation 
Association 
P.O. Box 1593   Haines, Alaska 99827 
eldredrocklighthouse@gmail.com 
EIN: 47-1895203  

Coeur Alaskaôs- Kensington 
Mineôs leaves lasting legacy at 
Eldred Rock Lighthouse by 
sponsoring AED 

As we prepare for a 2026 public 
opening, weôre 
rallying our 
community to 
fund critical 
projects and 
equipment to 
make Eldred 
Rock Light-
house ready 
for public 

tours and overnight rentals. Our 
Founding Donors Board will bear the 
name of sponsors and any Lifetime 
Commissioner Members of our Asso-
ciation, and will be installed at the 
lighthouse after our Grand Opening 
next June. 

Coeur Alaskaôs Kensington Mine has 
stepped up 
by sponsor-
ing an Au-
tomated 
External 
Defibrilla-
tor (AED). 
This device 
can restore 
a normal 
heart 
rhythm 

during cardiac arrest by delivering a 
controlled electrical shock, potential-
ly saving lives. The AED is essential 
for safe public access, and Kensing-
ton Mine wholeheartedly agrees. In 
their words: ñSafety is a top prior-
ity, especially at a remote facili-
ty!ò Thank you to our nearest neigh-
bor to the south for sponsoring  a 
Leave a Legacy project. 

Rasmuson Tier 1 Grant secures 
safety standards at Eldred Rock 
Lighthouse by sponsoring 
guardrails 

A critical project for the 2026 public 
opening, a new guardrail section is 
needed to prevent falls from Eldred 
Rockôs cliff edge. Perched on a rocky 
outcrop above North Americaôs deep-
est fjord, the lighthouseôs west side 
has a missing guardrail section (see 
red arrows). Thank you Rasmuson 
Foundation for making safety first at 
Alaskaôs Oldest Lighthouse! 

Eldred Rock Lighthouse News 

https://alaskapreservation.org/
https://savingplacesalaska.com/
mailto:OscarAndersonHouse@gmail.com
mailto:AKPreservation@gmail.com
mailto:AKPreservation@gmail.com
mailto:eldredrocklighthouse@gmail.com
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 the back to 
access the top 
for prepara-
tion and 
painting, and 
for Rodger to 
paint the Ne-
nana on the 
back wall/
transom. 
 

All the wood under the paint that has been 
scraped is very wet. The lack of any good, dry, 
hot days to dry it out hinders the project.  

Work will continue to prep in hopes of some 
warmer weather soon. 

Continued from page 1 

IRS reporting requirements are separate from 
state or local reporting requirements. 

Many states, counties, and cities have very 
detailed rules and regulations regarding what 
constitutes lobbying and when individuals/
orgs must register. So check your local rules 
when building out an advocacy action plan. 
This information is often on Secretary of State 
websites or city/county websites. 

Keep in mind that the purpose of many state 
or local laws is to provide transparency 
regarding who is influencing lawmakersô 
decisionsðso there may be rigorous reporting 
requirements that require quarterly filings. 
State and local lobbying registrations are often 
publicly accessible and frequently very 
detailed. 

Also note that no uniform registration 
requirements/thresholds exist. Typically, 
registration is required after a certain amount 
of money OR a percentage of an employeeôs 
time is spent on lobbying activities in a 
particular jurisdiction. 

5. Define Lobbying around Advocacy 
Campaigns 

With every advocacy campaign you put 
together there are a set of important questions 
you must consider to make sure you are 
prepared to follow guidelines set forth by the 
IRS. 

¶Think about the money 
you are spending, the time 
you are spending, the time 
that it takes to prepare for 
these activities. 

¶How will social media be 
used to influence the 
passage of the legislation? 
Make sure social media or 
marketing staff are 
tracking their time. 

¶Is landmark designation 
involved? Does a legislative 
body have to approve the 
designation (e.g., City 
Council or County Board of 
Supervisors)? 

¶Is there a ballot measure 

Continued from page 2 or referendum before the community? This is 
actually direct lobbying because you are lobbying 
the public (which directly votes to enact a law 
rather enacting laws through legislative acts ). 

Make sure that your funding source allows for 
lobbying expenses. The reality is that most grant 
funders do not provide funding to conduct 
lobbying activities.. 

Adapted from a presentation by Ross Bradford, 
deputy general counsel of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.   

 
https://tinyurl.com/ysfe9sdc 

https://tinyurl.com/ysfe9sdc
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Here Are Ways to  
Support  Our 
Mission &  
Programs 

Here's a quick list of 
things to do from home to 
support preservation with 
AAHP: 

Å Become an AAHP 
Member! Join today!  

https://tinyurl.com/bdhydxc4 

 

Å Donate to our Ten Most 
Endangered Historic 
Properties Grant Program 
https://tinyurl.com/
yhdjjrj6 

 

¶Alaska Community 
Foundation:  

Established in 1995, The 

Alaska Community Foun-

dation (ACF) cultivates, 

celebrates, and sustains 

all forms of philanthropy 

to strengthen Alaskaôs 

communities forever. 

Please contact us on how 

to contribute to our en-

dowment funds. 

¶ Advocate for AAHP 
and Historic Preser-
vation! Contact your 
local leaders and your 
mayor to promote the 
importance of Historic 
Preservation in your 
community.   

In This Corner... 

Trish Neal, President 

I have learned over the past couple of 
months that getting old is not always 
fun.  I have been recovering from a bad 
fall on May 3. I tripped and fell outside. 
Thank goodness I did not break 
anything but I definitely traumatized 
my entire left arm! We had to call the 
EMTs to help get me off the ground and 
upstairs. (Not a pretty picture!)  

I have never seen dark purple bruising 
like that. It is now two months later, 
and I am still working on recovering the 
use of my left arm. Let me tell you, 
sleeping in your recliner for two months 
is not comfortable but at least I had a 
place to sleep until I could comfortably 
sleep in my bed.   

That also has taken me away from 
computers and working in my office.  I 
was able to use my laptop in the living 
room to at least check email and take 
care of the important things. This 
newsletter is the largest project that I 
have completed in two months. It has 
taken me that long to be able to sit 
longer than an hour or so at a time.  

Tylenol, Ibuprofen, and Lidocaine 
patches have kept me going.   

My fall happened a few weeks after my 
guy came home from the hospital after 
a serious car accident (not his fault) 
during which he broke his neck and had 
to have the C1 and C2 fused. I started 
out as the caregiver and then he ended 
up being my caregiver.  

We are both recovering nicely. He was 
able to get rid of the neck brace after 
three months but is still doing PT. We 
will survive! 

Early in recovery I seriously thought 
about resigning because I could not 
imagine how I was going to deal with 
the pain and to keep on top of things. I 
am just not a quitter. Now that I am on 
the other side of this, things are looking 
better but I am definitely ending my 
term at the end of this year. I am 
thankful that the board has been 
understanding. 

On that note, if Preservation Alaska is 
to continue, we need new and more 
board members. Younger board 

members would be great!  

We are a statewide organization. We 
have board members around the state. 
While our address is in Anchorage, that 
does not mean the new president canôt 
live elsewhere. Mail can be easily 
forwarded.  

Donations can be processed and 
deposited at our bank here in 
Anchorage and report sent to the 
president. Actually, officers can be 
located anywhere in the state. With 
technology today, there is no need to 
be tied to any one community to do 
business. 

We meet virtually once a month via 
Zoom. We have a professional who 
takes our minutes at each meeting. We 
pay her to do this so that we have 
accurate minutes.  

We have a bookkeeper who tracks our 
transactions and does our Form 990. 
He is paid for those services and has 
been with us since 2019.    

If you would like to chat about joining 
our board even as a director or advisor, 
I would be happy to answer questions. 
We need YOU if we are to continue as a 
statewide nonprofit advocacy group for 
historic preservation. 

We are 44 years old this year. We have 
a long history with Alaska historic 
preservation. We want to make sure 
that we continue to be the champions 
of historic buildings around the state. 

Congratulations to Wrangell on their 
upcoming Totem raising. The last 
totem raising was celebrated July 1987. 
I was the project manager for the 
project. It was an incredible project 
that from the very beginning of 
lobbying the Alaska State Legislature 
for funding to the final raising of the 
totems in the totem park, it took on a 
life of its own.  We were awarded 
funding for the project that I was able 
to match with grants.  One day I will 
publish my book on the project which 
includes a bit about the 1940 Wrangell 
Potlatch. 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/bdhydxc4
https://tinyurl.com/yhdjjrj6
https://tinyurl.com/yhdjjrj6
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2024 Ten Most   

Endangered  

Historic Properties 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preservation isnôt just about saving historic  
places. Itôs also a catalyst for community  
revitalization.  Preservation is something  

we can only accomplish together. 
People Saving Places! 

Ten Most Endangered Historic Properties  

2025 Grant Program Sponsors 

Celebrating 34 Years of the Ten Most Endangered Historic  Properties Grant Program! 

#1 ï Wolf Creek Boatworks, Prince of Wales Island 

#2 ï Pilgrim Hot Springs, Nome 

#3 ï Ascension Church of Our Lord, Karluk 

#4 ï Chitina Emporium Chitina 

#5 ï HiYu Stamp Mill, Fairbanks 

#6 ï Bishop Rowe Chapel, Arctic Village 

#7 ï Bristol Bay Boats - Naknek 

#8 ï SS Nenana Sternwheeler Riverboat, Fairbanks 

#9 ï Eldred Rock Lighthouse, Lynn Canal 

#10 ï Pioneer Hall, Ketchikan 

#11 ï Sitka Indian Village, Sitka 



Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance News 

у 

On May 8, 2025, IHTA received the news that Dan Seavey had passed 

away at the age of 87. Dan served on the Board of IHTA since its in-

corporation in 1998. He was instrumental in the establishment of the 

Iditarod Trail as a National Historic Trail in 1978 and was a founding 

member of the Seward Iditarod Trail Blazers, a nonprofit dedicated to 

preserving the historic trail from Seward to the Interior.   

Dan came to Alaska from Minnesota as a social sciences teacher. In 

1973, he helped create and then ran the first Iditarod Sled Dog race; 

53 years later that race continues to celebrate the dogs and the history 

of the Iditarod trail due to the tireless support of men and women like 

Dan Seavey. Dan Seavey was more than a musher ï he was a histori-

an, an educator, a family man, and an advocate for the preservation of 

Alaskaôs rich heritage. His contributions have left an enduring legacy 

in Alaskaôs history.   

Danôs Celebration of Life was held on June 21, 2014 at Seward and 
was available online via Zoom.  

Comprehensive Management Plan 
As required by the National Trails System Act, each National Scenic or Historic Trail is guided by a long-term 
strategic document called a Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP). The CMP is the foundation for part-
nership among land owners and the public in managing the trail. 
 
What does a CMP do? it outlines the trailôs historic, natural, and cultural resources; how trail users can expe-
rience the trail while minimizing the impact on those resources; and how the historic quality and features will 
be preserved. Some of the objectives to be met include land use, defining visitor use and facilities, protecting 
the resources, and educating visitors about the trailôs historic and cultural significance. 
 
The current CMP for the INHT was completed in 1986; after 40 years in place review and revision are timely. 
The process is being managed by the Bureau of Land Management, the federal agency charged with admin-
istration of the INHT. 
 
This is the timeline for the two-year process: 

In 2025, IHTA and many other identified stakeholders have been meeting and will continue to meet with the 
BLM to guide the new draft. Public review and comment will also be solicited. IHTA will announce those dates 
as we become aware of them.   NEPA=National Environmental Policy Act 

Remembering Dan Seaveyé 



IHTA has hired an  
Executive Director 

IHTA is pleased to welcome our 
new Executive Director, Betsi Oli-
ver, who started with us on March 

17, 025.  Betsi 
provided this 
bio: 
 
Betsi grew up 
in New Eng-
land, camping 
and exploring 
public lands 
from infancy. 

Her parents had worked for Alaska 
DOT and Alyeska Pipeline before 
they moved east, so Alaska was al-
ways in her sights as the land 
of adventure, a sort of cultural 
home. She moved to Alaska in 
2009 for a Student Conservation 
Association internship at the Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge. At the 
time, she didnôt know the move 
was permanent! It launched her 
career in partnering with public 
lands and connecting people to the 
Alaskan outdoors. This career has 
led her to some fascinating roles: 
creating Chugach National Forestôs 
youth stewardship programs with 
Alaska Geographic; leading field 
trips for BLM at the Campbell 
Creek Science Center; teach-
ing Wilderness First Aid to outdoor 
guides as well as village youth; 
managing grants and volunteers at 
Anchorage Park Foundation; con-
necting volunteers with conserva-
tion advocacy at Prince William 
Sound Regional Citizensô Advisory 

Council. She is excited to bring 
her experience in non-profit part-
nership with public lands, youth 
education, and community en-
gagement to Iditarod Historic 
Trail Alliance. She especially looks 
forward to getting to know the 
northern part of the Iditarod Na-
tional Historic Trail corridor and 
the people who live along it! 

Meet Robin Lewis ï 
Trail Administrator, INHT 

In May, Robin relocated to Alaska 

after nearly 15 years living in 

Western Colorado. For the last 

decade, she has 

worked with BLM 

and NPS in a varie-

ty of roles in out-

door recreation, 

national conserva-

tion lands, and 

land use planning. 

Her professional 

interests include visitor use man-

agement, collaborative decision-

making, strategic planning, and 

youth corps mentorship. 

National Trails Day at Sew-

ard IHTA President  Judy 

Bittner and her family biked the 

first miles of the Iditarod National 

Historic Trail to celebrate. 

National Trails Day, Portage 
Valley IHTA Executive Director 
Betsi Oliver spent the day with 
US Forest Service staff and volun-
teers from Alaska Trails grooming 
the Trail of Blue Ice, a segment of 
the INHT popular with day hikers 
and tourists. 

     ф 

 

 

The Iditarod Historic 

Trail Alliance promotes 

awareness of the Iditarod 

Trail and its gold rush and 

Alaska Native Heritage by 

encouraging education 

programs and historical 

research, assisting in the 

protection, improvement, 

maintenance and marking of 

the Trail and developing 

partnerships that foster 

stewardship, commitments 

and support. 

 
While the Iditarod Trail is 
well-known nationally and 
internationally due to the 
contemporary sled dog race, 
many Alaskans and most 
Americans are unaware of the 
basic history of the Trail. 
While parts of the Trail go 
back thousands of years to 
trade routes used by Alaskaôs 
native people, todayôs 
Iditarod Trail began with an 
Alaska Road Commission 
(ARC)  scouting expedition in 
mid-winter 1908. With the 
strike of gold near Iditarod, 
the ARC blazed the trail the 
winter of 1910, giving the 
Nome gold fields and the 
Iditarod and Innoko mining 
districts overland access to 
the ice free deep water port of 
Seward. 

The Alliance was founded in 
1998.  

Iditarod Historic  
Trail Alliance 
PO Box 2323 

Seward AK  99664 
www.Iditarod100.org  
Newsletters online!  

Become a Member  
or Donate! 

 
IditarodHTA@gmail.com  

The Iditarod Historic Trail 
Alliance is an equal 
opportunity program 
provider and employer.  

©  Lauren Roberts  2023  

http://www.Iditarod100.org
https://www.iditarod100.org/support-us.html
https://www.iditarod100.org/support-us.html
mailto:IditarodHTA@gmail.com


By Doris Thomas 

Itôs tour season for Friends of Nike 
Site Summit!  Weôve already host-
ed four hiking tours at Kincaid 
Park, a chilly Cold War talk at Up-
per Site Summit on May 13 for 
JBERôs 611th Air Operations Cen-

ter, special Site 
Summit tours for 
B Battery vets Jim 
Dunlap and his 
family on May 29 
and Ralph John-
son and his 
grandson on June 
4 plus a solstice 
fundraiser and 

Site Summit tour on June 19. 

 Your Donations  
Support  Our 
   Programs  

 
Z˅ˆˆ˙ ˄ˏˎˁ˔ˉˏˎ˓ can be 
made as a one-time donation 
or a monthly recurring dona-

tion. Itôs 
easy to do 
and you 
can cancel 
the recur-

ring donation whenever you 
wish. We have moved to a new 
platform where donations to 
us are not charged a fee. Do-
nors are asked to cover that 
fee but it is not required.   
 https://tinyurl.com/yhdjjrj6 
 
 
goodshop is connected with 
over 114,000 non-profits and 

schools, 
which 
means 
that you 

can shop for your cause no 
matter the scale.  Over the 
past nine years, goodshop has 
helped organizations do eve-
rything from medical re-
search, to buying books for 
local libraries, to helping clean 
up pollution from city rivers. 
Thank you for supporting 
AAHP.  
https://
tinyurl.com/256mn345  
   
Your shopping at F˒˅˄ 
M˅˙˅ ˒benefits AAHP! 

Once you are 
set up to con-
tribute to 
AAHP, the 

information is connected 
to your rewards number. 
If you use InstaCart, be 
sure to add your rewards 
card number to your ac-
count! Our organization 
number is MR726.   
http://tinyurl.com/mtzjqol  
 
Eˍːˌˏ˙˅˒ Gˉˆ˔ Mˁ˔˃ˈ 
P˒ˏˇ˒ˁˍ Does your em-
ployer offer a matching gift 
program to allow you to dou-
ble your donation to a non-
profit?  We welcome your sup-
port. Please contact us for our 
tax information! 

Friends of Nike Site Summit   
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FONSS is grateful for the road/
parking lot plowing done by con-
tractors working on the lower site 
perimeter fencing and by the tele-
communications folks working at 
the upper site.  Those pre-summer 
Site Summit tours wouldnôt have 
happened without the roads being 
clear.  The photos attest to the con-
ditions up there! 

The óalmost Solsticeò dinner 
and tour began with dinner at Arc-
tic Valleyôs Alpenglow Lodge that 
featured guest speaker Joongsuk 
Park, Consul of the Korean Consu-
late in Anchorage. He talked about 
South Korea's journey from the Ko-
rean War, which began 75 years 
ago, until today. Pepperciniôs ca-
tered a fabulous dinner for 52 peo-
ple and attendees bid generously on 
the dozen silent auction items. The 
weather cooperated for a sunny bus 
tour of Site Summit after the din-
ner. 

FONSSô other bus tours this 
year are set for Saturday, July 12, 
and Sunday, July 27. Except for 
seat open on the morning tour July 
27, all the spots on these tours have 
already been filled up by those reg-
istered on FONSSô advance tour 
notification system. Reservations 
are required no less than three days 
in advance. The registration link for 
these weekend tours is http://
reg.planetreg.com/FONSS%20All%
20Tours%202025  

This yearôs prices are surprisingly 

Jim Dunlap (with cane), who served at Site 
Summit in the late 1960s, poses with his 
nieceôs family at the siteôs commemorative 

plaque on May 29. (Doris Thomas photo) 

Site Summit Tours and Work Parties Underway 

It was nearly 60 years ago that Nike veterans 
Jim Dunlap and Tom Namtvedt worked at Site 
Summit. Here they reminisce in front of the 
trainer missile on display at the launch bunker.  

(Doris Thomas photo) 

Joongsuk Park, Consul of the Korean Consulate 
in Anchorage, addresses attendees at FONSSôs 
fundraiser dinner on June 19. (Doris Thomas 

photo) 

https://tinyurl.com/yhdjjrj6
https://tinyurl.com/256mn345
https://tinyurl.com/256mn345
http://tinyurl.com/mtzjqol
http://reg.planetreg.com/FONSS%20All%20Tours%202025
http://reg.planetreg.com/FONSS%20All%20Tours%202025
http://reg.planetreg.com/FONSS%20All%20Tours%202025


lower than last year, mostly thanks to 
a generous donation by Nike vet 
Dave Klenzendorf that covers this 
summerôs portapottie fees! The bus 
tour price ($70 general public and 
$65 for veterans, military, students 
and 65+ seniors) includes round trip 
transportation to Site Summit from 
the Alpenglow Lodge parking lot. 
Those without Internet access can re-
serve by calling (907) 717-0117 and 
making payment and reservation ar-
rangements.   

Two Thursday evening ñCold War 
Secretsò tours at Kincaid Park spon-
sored by the Anchorage Museum 
sold out quickly, as did their two 
evening tours in July. FONSS pro-
vides the veteran tour guides on these 
tours while the museum handles tick-
eting and logistical arrangements. 
Plans are afoot for FONSS to partici-
pate in other Museum events related 
to their current Cold War display that 
runs through October 2026. 
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2015 
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2013 
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2011 
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2009 

 

 

2008 

2007 

Grant Crosby 
Treadwell Historic                       
Preservation &                 
Restoration Society 
Howard & Juliana Farley 
Trish Neal 
 
Iditarod Historic Trail 
Alliance (IHTA) 
Fraternal Order of  
Alaska State Troopers 
 
Janet Matheson 
Katie Ringsmuth/<NN>  
Doris Thomas/FONSS 
Lee Poleske  
Hugh & Iris Darling 
 
 

No Award Given 
 
 

Bob De Armond 
Bill De Armond  
 

No Award Given 
 

 

Bob Mitchell 
 
 

Thad Poulson 
Jim Renkert     
 

Sheri & Darrin Hamming 
 
No Award Given 
 

 

Mary Flaherty 
 

FONSS 

Erin & Falene Reeve 

Don Corwin 

 Steve Peterson  
 

 

No info available 
 

Edwin Crittenden, FAIA 
Katharine  Crittenden 
Sam Combs, AIA 
Elayne Janiak  

 
 

Past Excellence in 
Historic Preservation 
Award Winners 

 

  2024     ROSSIAðBishop's House  
                Allyson Galler & Family ð                         
                   Harpel House II  
               Wolf Creek Boatworks 
 
2023       Greater Wasilla Chamber                        
                    of Commerce 
                   Willow Historic & Wildlife  
                    Foundation 
    2022      Judith Bittner 
                   Whisky & Ramen and 
                       Determine Design 
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Evan Rowland, leader of the 
FONSS work party crews, says he 
is planning at least five Saturday 
work sessions, two corresponding 
with FONSS tours. Heôs hoping to 
get the missile painted and install 
a sump pump and ventilation fans 
in the launch bunker. The win-
dows in the Launch Control 
Building will get protective covers 
for the winter and encroaching 
weeds and brush will be tamed. 

As always, FONSS is looking for 
Nike vets, their family members 
and volunteers.  

Contact us at 

fonss2007@gmail.com or visit 

our Website, 

www.nikesitesummit.net.  

 

You can call us at (907) 717-0117. 

You can Follow us on Facebook   

https://tinyurl.com/48pj97vf 
 

To get on the 2026 advance no-
tice tour list, send an email with 
the subject line ñTour notifica-
tionò to fonss2007@gmail.com  

 

Please Note that FONSS  
Mailing Address is now: 

Friends of Nike Site Summit 
PO Box 231201 

Anchorage, AK  99523-1201 

Sierra Young, programs specialist at the An-
chorage Museum, outlines Alaskaôs role in the 
Cold War for participants in the joint Museum/
FONSS tour on June 26.  Channel 2 (KTUU) 
reporter Joe Allgood and his cameraman, to 
Sierraôs right, covered the event for Alaskaôs 

News Source. (Doris Thomas photo) 

Snow drifts nearly cover the door to the IFC 
building (just to the right of the ladder) at 
upper Site Summit on May 13. By May 29, 
the lower half of the door was still cement-

ed in. (Greg Durocher photo) 

A group of senior enlisted leaders from JBER landed 
at Upper Site Summit via a UH-60 Chinook helicop-
ter on May 13. FONSS president Greg Durocher and 
our JBER liaison, Margan Grover, met them there 
and provided insights on Site Summitôs role in the 

Cold War (Greg Durocher photo) 

A group of senior enlisted leaders from JBER landed 
at Upper Site Summit via a UH-60 Chinook helicop-
ter on May 13. FONSS president Greg Durocher and 
our JBER liaison, Margan Grover, met them there 
and provided insights on Site Summitôs role in the 

Cold War (Greg Durocher photo) 

mailto:fonss2007@gmail.com
http://www.nikesitesummit.net
https://tinyurl.com/48pj97vf
mailto:fonss2007@gmail.com


Carvers finish up their work for historic totem raising July 18-20 

Jonathon Dawe, Wrangell Sentinel | Jul 02, 2025  Reprinted from The Wrangell Sentinel 
The rhythmic tap of carving tools and the scent of fresh-cut cedar fill the Wrangell Cooperative Associa-
tion carving shed, where dozens of visitors gather, cameras clicking and questions flowing. Mike Aak'w-
taatseen Hoyt, a Teeh²taan clan leader, patiently explains the intricate process and profound purpose behind 
the towering totems. 
"The totem raising we're doing in July is the first one in almost 40 years," Hoyt said, referring to the events 

scheduled for July 18, 19 and 20. "Part of our goal with all of this is to help bring back Wrangell's legacy of to-

tems. At one point, 30 to 40 totems were in this area." 

The newly carved totems nearing completion are a key part of the WCA's latest Native culture revival plan. 
The initiative began in 2013 with restoration work at Chief Shakes Tribal House. By 2015, the second phase 
was complete with construction of the tribal cultural center and carving shed on Front Street. 

Hoyt, who also teaches Tlingit art and culture at the local high school, said he is pleased by the interest from 

tourists. However, he expressed the most pride in seeing a growing engagement among local and regional 

youth. 

"It's easy to forget how much time has passed," Hoyt said, noting that most of the original poles were taken 

down between 2010 and 2012. "That was 15 years ago, and many of my students are not even 15 years old." 

Family and cultural ties etched in wood 

Among the totems being prepared is the Kadashan pole, the fourth iteration of a design that is at least 200 

years old. This pole will replace the 1940 version, which has lain on Shakes Island for several years since its 

removal. 

The original Kadashan pole, dating to the 1830s, was inspired by a five-foot carved wooden staff (also known 

as the Kadashan Cane or Speaker's Staff). This staff was gifted to Chief Kadashan in the early 1800s by Haida 

relatives, commemorating marriages be-

tween Haida men and Tlingit women, Hoyt 

explained. A few years later, Kadashan 

raised a totem pole in the cane's image. 

The last totem pole raising in Wrangell oc-

curred on July 2, 1987. Indigenous people 

from across Southeast Alaska attended the 

event. Tlingit dancers in Native dress sang 

and chanted, their rhythms kept with dance 

sticks, decorated drums and other ornate 

carved emblems of their clans. New songs 

were performed for the dedication of the 

Kicksetti totem, an emblem of the Wrangell 

Tlingit people. 

The "raisings" July 18-20 actually will be 
unveilings. Because of the complicated lo-
gistics required in raising a totem and an-
choring it in place, the poles will be set in 
place in advance, then unveiled at the event, 
Hoyt said. 

Full Story can be found at:  
https://www.wrangellsentinel.com 
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Welcome to America250-Alaska 

America250 is a nonpartisan initiative working to engage every American in commem-

orating and celebrating the 250th anniversary of our country in 2026. 

The guiding principle for Alaskaôs participation is History for Tomorrow highlighting 

the importance of the next generation to Alaskaôs future. 

The theme was inspired by the Alaska Constitution Convention members, who, in a res-

olution passed on February 5, 1956, bequeathed the state constitution they had just forged to Alaskaôs youth. 

ñYou are our future,ò states the resolution. ñWe ask you to take tomorrow and dream.ñ 

Like Alaskaôs optimistic founders who created the 49th Star in the Union, America250-Alaska believes that 

when young people learn how they connect to Alaskaôs past, they will be more inclined to contribute to build-

ing a prosperous future for our state. 

https://america250.alaska.gov/  

Eagleôs  Archive Building Repair 

The archive building which stores the 

historical records of Eagle was in need 

of repair as the roof would have start-

ed to leak and the steps at both doors 

were in bad condition.  These repairs 

were completed  in the Fall of 2024.  

The Stroeker Foundation helped fund 

the repairs .  Zack Sanders completed 

the work before winter set in. 

Kincaid Chalet ð formerly Nike-Hercules Launch Bunker at Site Point 

Be sure to pay a visit to the Kincaid Chalet, formerly a Nike-Hercules launch bunker at Site Point! The staff 
at Anchorage Parks & Recs has recently added a mural inside the chalet depicting a blueprint of the bunker. 
They also invited FONSS to put up an information display about the history of Site Point. Site Point missile 
crewman (and FONSS board) member donated his insignia and medals. In the near future, FONSS hopes to 
publish a self-guided walking tour of Site Point for visitors to Kincaid Park. 

мо 
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Source: Century Homes America 

President Trump Proposes Drastic Cuts to  
Historic Preservation Fund  
 
By Mathew Abraham 
 https://share.newsbreak.com/dxe0448y   

From AAHP: The could potentially devastate 
historic preservation across the country as we 
know it.  Not only funding of projects but funding 
our State Historic Preservation Offices.  We en-
courage you to write to your Senators and Con-
gresspeople as well as to President Donald 
Trump and explain the importance of these 
funds. Ironic that we are going to celebrate 250 
years of our country but almost eliminate fund-
ing for historic preservation.  National nonprof-
its are advocating for full funding, it will take 
every single person who is involved in historic 
preservation to show that the funding is im-
portant to everyone. 

President Donald Trump has proposed slashing 
funding for the federal Historic Preservation 
Fund, a key resource for maintaining and preserv-
ing the nationôs architectural and cultural history, 
by $158 million for the fiscal year 2026. 

Historic Preservation at Risk 

Trumpôs proposed budget for fiscal year 2026, of-
ten referred to as a ñskinny budgetò for its lack of 
detail, includes a severe reduction in the Historic 
Preservation Fund. The fund would be cut to $11 
million, down from $169 million in 2024. While 
the proposal will be reviewed by Congress, the 
fundôs impact on local preservation efforts could 
be drastically diminished if the cuts are imple-
mented. 

The Role of the Historic Preservation Fund 

Established in 1976, the Historic Preservation 
Fund supports local preservation efforts by fund-
ing projects across the country. It helps preserve 
structures and districts listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, sparing them from deteri-
oration or demolition. The fund is especially criti-
cal for small towns and rural areas, which rely on 
federal support for such endeavors. 

Trumpôs Budget Proposal 

The proposed cuts to the Historic Preservation 
Fund were included in Trumpôs discretionary 
budget for 2026. However, as with all presidential 
budgets, the proposal must be approved by Con-
gress. Despite the proposal, the Trump admin- 

 
 
istration has yet to release $188 million appro-
priated for the fund in 2025, essentially halting 
the flow of funds to historic preservation activi-
ties. 

Federal Funding & State Responsibilities 

Although historic preservation efforts are pri-
marily managed by states and tribes, the federal 
Historic Preservation Fund provides crucial re-
sources for these activities. The funding is de-
rived from royalties from oil and gas extraction 
on federal lands, making it a self-sustaining pro-
gram. The fund has been continuously reauthor-
ized by Congress since its inception. 

The Fundôs Importance in Preservation 

buildings and neighborhoods. For instance, in 
Edwardsville, Illinois, the fund helped document 
and protect the Leclaire Historic District, ensur-
ing that local landmarks and architectural fea-
tures are preserved. This type of work is essential 
for maintaining the cultural heritage of towns 
across the U.S. 

Potential Impact of the Cuts 

If the funding cuts go through, many state and 
local preservation offices could be severely im-
pacted, with some already facing staffing layoffs. 
The National Council of State Historic Preserva-
tion Officers has warned that states may soon be 
unable to fulfill their federally mandated duties, 
threatening the future of preservation efforts 
across the country. 

National Public Radio  
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https://www.GuideStar.org  


